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Carpathia Club, Inc.
A Danube-Swabian Culture Club
Established in 1913 in Detroit, Michigan

Notes from our board
The board was busy this Fall with Kirchweih, Oktoberfest and with planning 
the upcoming year. Kirchweih is always an energetic event that showcases 
great dance performances. It was wonderful to see how much the Kinder 
Dance Group has grown!

Oktoberfest was a nice success full of familiar faces and many first-time 
visitors. Crazy competitions, fun raffles, authentic German food and great 
beer make people want to come back and bring their friends.  

Upcoming Events
January 29, 23 
Card Party
Fraser Lion’s Club Fraser

February 19th

Annual Membership 
Meeting
St. Peter Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (11423 
Chicago Rd, Warren, MI 
48093)

Other planned events 2023 
(schedule subject to change)

March: Jager Banquet
April: Koenigsball
May: Blaskepelle
June: Austrian Park Waldfest
July: Picnic
August: Deutscher Tag Austrian 
Park
September: Mansfield Treffen
October: Oktoberfest
November: Kirchweih
December: Members Christmas 
Party

From everyone on the board, 
we wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year filled with good health 
and much joy. 

Carpathia Club Board
President:  Rob Hanschu
1st Vice President:   Anna Marie Tittjung
2nd Vice President:   Kurt Seiberling Sr.
Treasurer:  Karen Venton
Recording Secretary:  Kim Furtah
Ticket Chairperson: Maria Dosenberger
Membership Secretary: Brigitte S
Maintenance Chairperson:  
Correspondence Secretary: 
Amanda Seiberling
Press Secretary: Tammy Kapraun
Trustees: Karen Beattie, Tony Huth, Mark Szymanski, Liz 
Thomas

https://www.carpathiaclub.com/
https://www.carpathiaclub.com/
https://www.carpathiaclub.com/
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Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren, 
As I write this letter, I am thinking of the coming “holiday season” of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year as 
this is a time for family and friends and to reflect on our many blessings. Some of our members and Jaegers are 
in the woods as they “hunt” for a trophy deer. We wish them a safe and successful hunting season as they enjoy 
Michigan’s great outdoors! 
The Member’s Christmas party will be on Sunday, December 18th and I am looking forward to seeing everyone 
and our special guest (Santa). The Member’s Christmas party will be the last event at our current location. 
The Future of the Club Committee and Executive Board continue our search for a future home. At the November 
membership meeting, membership voted and approved the following motion: 
Authorize the Carpathia Club Board of Directors to spend up to a total of $300,000 of the club  funds for the various 
costs and expenses associated with purchasing or renting one or more  pieces of property and/or buildings, and any 
expenses associated with necessary improvements  of such properties, for the purposes of obtaining a new home 
for the Carpathia Club.  Authorization expires at Annual General Meeting on February 19, 2023 
As a reminder, our Annual General Meeting will be held on February 19, 2023 2-4PM at St. Peter Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (11423 Chicago Rd, Warren, MI 48093). 
We have also found a meeting space at the Fraser Lion’s Club, where Untergruppen can rent space for meetings 
and practices; please contact Anna Marie Tittjung for details. 
We continue to pack the hall and we are pleased that the majority of the Schupp has been cleaned and packed 
(thank you volunteers). In the main hall, we continue to go room by room cleaning and packing our valuable 
assets. We ask that “anything” removed from the hall is inventoried and communicated to all of the following: 
Michelle Egger, Anna Marie Tittjung, Kurt Seiberling Sr., Mike Talan and Pete Tittjung. As a reminder, our last 
event is the Member’s Christmas party and final occupancy day will be Friday, December 23, 2022, where all the 
hall’s assets need to be packed and removed from the hall. 
We had a VERY successful Oktoberfest! I want to thank Co-Chair Adam Zeig for his leadership; I also want to 
thank the Oktoberfest committee AND all of our amazing volunteers, sub-committee chairs, and cooks! We 
grossed about $62K and made a preliminary profit of $42K! I cannot thank you enough! And VIELEN DANK for 
those who attended the event and purchased the delicious food and beer! 
Finally, The Carpathia Foundation hosted Kirchweih and we had over 225 people attend the event. The hall was 
beautifully decorated by the youth group (thanks Paul, Karin and volunteers) and our fabulous cooks (Lianne 
Egger and Edith Sehling) cooked a fabulous meal! A new Queen (Reese Mueller) and King (Evan Schleis) were 
crowned. We thank our outgoing Queen (Kylie Kapraun) and King (Tim Landenberger)! 
I wish all of you “Frohe Weihnachten und ein glückliches Neues Jahr!”
Grüß Gott, 
Rob Hanschu

Frohe
Weihnachten

From the President



Vol. 22-1    Winter 2022                                                                       Carpathia Club                   Page 3

Kirchweih  Traditionally, Kirchweih is the anniversary of a town’s church dedication. Certainly a religious event, it is 

also a celebration with music and dance. It includes sprigs of rosemary on lapels, decorated hats, “Trachts” with skirts 
startched stiff yet bouncy, and the excitement of the “Kirchweih Strauß.” This year, the youth group’s new announced 
royalty,  Queen, Reese Mueller and King Evan Schleis , led the way onto the dance floor holding the colorfully decorated 
Strauß. At the end of the night, Matt Kapraun was the lucky winner of the Strauß auction. It was a lively night!
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Carpathia Kickers Update

The Christmas season is closely approaching and 
on behalf of the Kickers we would like to wish all 
of our club members and their families a peaceful 
and happy holiday season.

The seasons might look a little different location-
wise in the near future but the game won't change 
nor will the life-time of memories our young 
players are creating.

And finally but certainly not last, a big welcome to 
our newest Kickers - once a Kicker, always a 
Kicker.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Keith McVettie
General Manager
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Carpathia Jugendgruppe

.

2022 - A Year in Review

Despite the world going a little insane the past few years, 2022 was a good 

year for the Jugendgruppe. As a group, we’re not as big as we once were, but all of 

us are a little older and a little bit wiser and all still dedicated to our culture, our club 

and group. What follows is a year in review from my point of view as the 
Jugendleiter.

Königsball

Held February 12th, at the Carpathia Club, Königsball honored King Timothy 

Landenberger and Queen Kylie Kapraun. As far as I’m concerned it was an 

incredibly successful night. We performed a brand new program to the music of 
Handel’s Fireworks Suite.

The reason it was a brand new program was largely due to the fact that we 

had an uneven number of dancers. Rather than pull out one of our old programs 

and have someone possibly sit out, we decided to start fresh and create new 

dances that incorporated sets of three dancers instead of traditional couples. For 

me personally this was a stressful time as the decision was made with a little less 

than two months left. However, it all came together in the end and worked out 

beautifully despite the first and only time we did the program with all dancers 

present was the performance the night of. You’ll find this has become something of 
a habit of ours.

Europareise (Germany and Austria)

This year, six of us, four dancers and two chaperones, from Detroit joined forces 

with the Cincinnati Donauschwaben Jugendgruppe and did a combined 
Europareise to Germany and Austria. It was one of the best experiences of my life!

In preparation for the trip we had Saturday practices in Cincinnati once, and 

sometimes twice, per month. That’s a five hour drive each way! To say we all got to 

know each other extremely well is something of an understatement after spending 

between 60-70 hours with each other in a car over several months. The practices 

were usually between seven and eight hours long and were nonstop singing and 

dancing. We develop three 30-minute long shows. A Tracht Show, a Red Skirt Show 

and an American show. In total they consisted of 25 dances and 9 songs that we 

had to memorize. Upon arrival we performed these shows in four different cities, 

Mosbach, Albstadt, Augsburg and Munich.

For those who were present at the semi-annual meeting in September, a 
presentation was put together and given highlighting more about the trip.
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Carpathia Jugendgruppe

.
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from the 
Youth Group!

Merry 
Christmas 

from the 
Carpathia 

Seniors

We had a great turnout for Kirchweih
this year and our kinder did a 
wonderful job dancing. They 
participated in the March, a first time 
for many of them. It was wonderful 
to see so many bright faces on such 
an exciting night. Many of the kids 
never left the dance floor and danced 
the night away together.
We currently have 13 kids in the 
group and we are always looking for 
more to join. We practice every other 
Sunday, if you’d like more information 
on the group please email 
carpathiakinder@gmail.com.
We are looking forward to seeing 
everyone at the Christmas party and 
during the upcoming year!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Karin Schultz & Kimmy Furtah
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Merry Christmas from all of our 
little ones in the Kinder Dance 

Group!
Sincerely,

Kimmie Furtah and Karin Schultz, 
Kindergruppe leaders

Carpathia Seniors
From the Frauengruppe

Hello to all club members! 

Our group has remained active during the past year.  In January two new members were 

added to the board. Current President Irene Dietz and Vice President and MaryAnn 

Virchow were joined by newly elected Betty Hammer, Treasurer and Susi Brandelik, 

Secretary. Our meetings are held every second Tuesday of the month, followed by cake 

and coffee, and a chance to catch up with friends. New members are always welcome!! In 

March we held our last Card Party at our current location. A delicious goulash dinner 

was served, along with various pastries. The event was well attended, and with lots of 

raffle prizes, was an enjoyable afternoon. Throughout the year we have continued to 

support the Carpathia Club, by providing and selling cakes at Bier & Brats Festival and 

Oktoberfest.  We also helped sell cakes at the GACC Deutscher Tag. Aside from club 

functions, we included some social outings as well. We went on three bus trips to Soaring 

Eagle where we won, and lost some money, but had a fun time doing so.  All are welcome 

on these trips.  A few of the ladies also had a very nice lunch at Apple Orchard Inn to 

celebrate Oktoberfest. 

On behalf of Irene Dietz and all of our members, we wish you a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year, and look forward to seeing you all again soon!! 

Susi Brandelik

mailto:tittjung@comcast.net?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20the%20Kindergruppe
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From the Jäger

Greetings everyone and hope you are having a great holiday season,

The Jaeger are still going strong and continuing to support our club and the G.AC.C. during these uncertain 

times, our hope is that we can be all under one umbrella very soon once again.

This past September we held our annual King shoot trap tournament, we are proud to announce that Nick 

Kolling took the honor of making king for the 2nd time! He narrowly edged out Christoph Ritter who took 1st

Ritter. Eric Rausch came in a close 3rd to claim 2nd Ritter. Bob Hammer took the Past king shoot honors in a shoot 

out against all former Jaeger Koenig. Well done everyone and looking forward to next year’s event.

Currently we are still out in the woods for this year’s deer harvest, our group has done pretty well thus far, but 

we are seeking more venison as the weather turns a bit colder. I would like to congratulate David Tittjung on 

harvesting his first deer! I’m sure it will be something he never forgets and maybe pass down to future 

generations. As always, stay safe out there and enjoy our beautiful state of Michigan.

WAIDMANNS HEIL!

Many of us are currently shooting in a trap league over at the Huron Pointe sportsman’s club on Sunday 

mornings, and we will be having our annual Pheasant hunt and Christmas party on December 28th. Abend Nacht 

Der Jagd is a tradition that carries on to this day since our founders, Fathers, Uncles and Grandparents started 

this group over 50 years ago.

Thank you and see you all around the club and hope you all have a Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy New 

year!!

Bob Hammer….OberJager

If you are interested in joining our group or participating in any of our activities, please contact myself at 

rhammer39@gmail.com or Alex Rausch at arausch4570@gmail.com

mailto:rhammer39@gmail.com
mailto:arausch4570@gmail.com
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Volunteers – We appreciate you!

Dear Members,
We’d like to share with you our new temporary postal address.

This address will be used for official club matters and correspondence while 
we search for a new location.

This is also a reminder that membership dues for 2023 are due before the 
annual general membership meeting. We will not be accepting payments the 
day of the meeting as we have done in the past. 

Please mail your dues to our new postal address, or pay online at the 
website. General dues are $75.00 per person, and seniors (62 years +) is 
$55.00 per person

Carpathia Club, Attn: Membership Secretary
31408 Harper, STE #337
St. Clair Shores, MI 48082
Adults (18 - 61 years) $75.00
Seniors (62 years +) $55.00

Membership dues:

The annual general membership 
meeting will be held
On February 26th, 2023. A 
separate letter will be sent with 
meeting details.
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Carpathia Chor
Liebe Carpathia Mitglieder und Freunde.
Der Carpathia Gemischte Chor wunscht Euch
allen

Gesegnete, frohe Weinachten &
ein gesundes Neues Jahr .

Neue Sanger sind immer willkommen und wir 
wurden uns
freuen , einige neue Mitglieder zu bekommen.
Wir brauchen Eure Unterstutzung um unsere
Kultur,
das Deutsche Lied und die Musik, an unsere
nachsten
Generationen weiter zu geben.

Michael Schleis , Chorleiter.
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Kulturgruppe Update
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The Carpathia 

Blasmusikanten

wish you and your 

families Merry 

Christmas 

and 

Happy New Year!
George Schleis, 

group leader

Ein Weihnachtsgruss

Der helle Glanz des Weihnachtssterns
erstrahle Euch im Herzen,
in Euren Seelen spiegle sich das warme
Licht der Kerzen.

Lasset uns beim Feiern in der Nacht,beim
Singen und beim Schenken
An alle , die nicht feiern koennen, auch
ein wenig denken.

Und dafuer sorgen,dass auch sie zur
Weihnacht Glueck verspueren .
Lasst uns deshalb die Herzen oeffnen, 
aber auch die Tuern.

Den Reichtum send gerne aus, die Armut
holt herein, 
dann wird die Weihnachtszeit fuer uns
wahrhaft froehlich sein.

In herzlicher Verbundenheit seid froh
gegruesset zur Weihnachtszeit
Wir wollen eines uns nur schenken, dass
wir gerne aneinander denken. 

Hiermit moechte ich im Namen der Fauengruppe allen
Mitglieder ein recht frohes Weihnachtsfest wuenschen
und beste Gesundheit, Frieden, Glueck und Segen fuer
das neue Jahr 2019

Vorstand: Irene Dietz , Mary Ann Virchow ,Katharina 
Schwager, Leni  Kolling, Margrete Pelvay und Nancy 
Purz .

Amann Otti , Dietz Kathi, Eppich Maria, Gassel
Helen,Gassel Pamela, Gerber Resi, Groedl Kaethe, 
Hammer Anni, Hammer Marie, Homann Clara, Heide 
Kathi, Huth Resie, Keil Katharina, Kniep Helga, 
Koberstein Wilma, Kohl Katharina, Koehlmann Rosa, 
Koehlhofer Jane, Krause Elisabeth, Lambrecht Elsa, 
Lorenz Maria, Menrath Elisabeth, Palovcik
Elfriede,Pfropper Inge, Posawatz Katharine, Schmid 
Hilde, Schmidt Marie, Schuh Kaethe, Schuck Kathy, 
Schwalbe Karin, Schwager Katharina, Stefan Maria, 
Unsleber Irene, Wolf Loni, Wunsch Anna

Christbaum

Der Winter ist ein karger Mann,
er hat von Schnee ein Roecklein an ;
zwei Schuh von Eis
sind nicht zu heiss ;
von rauhem Reif eine Muetze
macht nur einwenig Hitze.

Er klagt : “Verarmt ist Feld und Flur !“
Den gruenen Christbaum hat er nur ;
Den traegt er aus in jedes Haus,
in Huetten und Koenigshallen ;
den schoensten Strauss von allen !

Friedrich W. Weber (1813-1894)

Frauengruppe Weihnachtsgruesse 2018

mailto:schleisg@gmail.com?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20the%20Blasmusikanten
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A Year in Review
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GACC Update

The GACC extends our warmest greetings and blessings to all our 13 affiliated clubs for 

a joyful and peaceful Christmas Season. May 2023 bring each of you good health 

and good luck so that we can all get together and have our events to promote our 

German Heritage. Das GACC wünscht alle Mitglieder ein Frohes Weihnachtsfest und 
einen guten Rutsch ins Neue Jahr.



Carpathia
Club
•   •   •
Sport, 

tradition, 
food, 

friendship -
One club, 

many ways to 
connect.

Carpathia Club, Inc.
38000 Utica Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48312
586-978-2292

www.carpathiaclub.com
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