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Deutscher-Donauschwaben Kultur Verein
Established in 1913 in Detroit, Michigan
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Fröhliche Weihnachten 
und ein 

Glückliches Neues Jahr

The Carpathia Club Board of Directors wishes a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to all our club members, their families, and to all outside af! liated clubs.
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2011 Carpathia Club 
 Executive Board of Directors

  President:                                John Huth Jr.
  1st Vice President:                  Arthur Benecker
  2nd Vice President:                Mike Talan
  Recording Secretary:              Michelle Egger
  Correspondence Secretary:     Rosina Kuhlmann
  Treasurer:
  Membership Secretary:           Cyndi Seubert
  Ticket Chairperson:                 Maria Dosenberger
  Press Secretary:                       Chris Pesta
  Maintenance Chairperson:      Manfred Pfropper

  Trustees:
  Franz Dosenberger                 Helmut Egger
  Theresia Novak                      Anna Marie Tittjung

Carpathia Untergruppen Leiter/Leiterin

  Ladies / Frauengruppe:  
  Irene Dietz:  586-752-6265

  Soccer / Fussballgruppe:  
  Keith McVettie  586-873-0609 or mcvettiek@gmail.com
  http://www.carpathiaclub.com/kickers1

  Hunters / Jägergruppe:  
  Tom Forest  586-781-4505 or tmforest@comcast.net
  http://carpathiajaeger.home.comcast.net/~carpathiajaeger/index.htm

  Seniors / Rentnergruppe:  
  Adam Medel  586-777-5830

  Choir / Chor:
  Resi Oslavski:  586-574-1146

  German School / Schule:  
  Irene Dietz  586-752-6265

  Dance Groups:
  Youthgroup / Jugendgruppe:  
  Karin Schwalbe  810-724-8812 or ktschwalbe@hotmail.com

  Children / Kindergruppe:  
  Cindy Schleis  586-468-3951 or schleisc@sbcglobal.net, 
  Christine Pesta  586 264-2058 or ccpesta@aol.com

  Schuhplattler:
  Carsten Grotloh  586-255-6527 or wcgrotloh@hotmail.com

  Kulturgruppe:
  Carsten Grotloh 586-255-6527 or wcgrotloh@hotmail.com 

 Die Heimat is published 3 times a year during the 
months of April, August, and December

All members are welcomed to submit articles.
Article Submission Deadlines:

April Newsletter - Submit by March 1st.
August Newsletter - Submit by July 1st

December Newsletter - Submit by November 1st 

Submit comments, requests, and articles to 
Chris Pesta  at ccpesta@aol.com or

place in my mailbox at the Club

 Interested in advertising or sponsoring in 
Die Heimat?

 Contact Chris Pesta at ccpesta@aol.com or Anna 
Marie Tittjung at tittjung@comcast.net.  

Ad rates are as follows:
Business Card:  $20

1/4 Page:  $30
1/2 Page:  $60

Full Page:  $100

2011 Newsletter Staff
 Chris Pesta - Newsletter Copy Editor

 Monica Forest - Fliers
 Anna Marie Tittjung - Advertising

 Cyndi & Elmar Seubert - Photography 
and Many Thanks to the People who Write the 

Articles

INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN THE FUN AT CARPATHIA 
CLUB

Membership forms are available on line at 
www.carpathiaclub.com and are also available at the Club 

Of! ce.

Contact Cyndi Seubert, Membership Chairperson, by phone or 
email for more information.  

(586) 978-0371  or
 cseubert@comcast.net
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The fall season is almost behind us and it’s been busier than ever.  Below is a short 
recap:

• On September 1st, the Club hosted a wonderful Donauschwaben dance group 
from Saar, Hungary.  Their performance was outstanding and more importantly 
their friendship was second to none.  It was great to see our Donauschwaben tradi-
tions being carried on throughout the world.
  

• Over Labor Day weekend, a large contingent of Club Members attended the annual Landestrachten-
fest in Mans! eld, Ohio.  The Mans! eld Liederkrantz Club were wonderful hosts.  All the attendees from the 
Club had a great time and I was proud of how everyone from Carpathia hung out all weekend together.  The 
Jugendgruppe did an outstanding job in the dance competition.  The Kindergruppe, as always, entertained 
the crowd in their own special way.  A special thank you goes out to Michelle Egger for coordinating all the 
travel plans.  A good time was had by all.

• Following the Labor Day weekend, we jumped right into the Oktoberfest.  The setup went as smooth 
as ever and I even heard people starting to say that we are becoming real good at throwing a Festival.  We 
had pretty good weather all weekend, just a little cool, but that’s Oktoberfest.  The crowds were great on 
Friday and Saturday.  Sunday’s crowd was less than expected.  I want to thank everyone that helped over the 
weekend and especially the Oktoberfest Committee chaired by Robert Seiberling.

• The ½ Year Membership meeting was held on October 4th and the turnout was very disappointing.  
Those in attendance did receive a complete update on the Cultural and business operations of the Club.

• The fall Club schedule was busy as well with the Jaeger Konigsball, Weinlese Fest, Kirchweih, 
Frauengruppe Fashion Show, and Senior Card Party.  Attendance was a bit lighter than we would like but 
that is starting to become the norm at the Club the past few years.

Please mark your calendars for the Annual General Membership meeting on February 26, 2012.  This will 
be a very important meeting and there are a number of critical positions up for re-election.  Please seriously 
consider running for any of the positions; the Club really needs your help.

I want to thank all the people that help the Club each and every day.  Without your help there would be no 
Club.  Thank you to all the Untergruppen leaders for all your hard work.  Thank you to the Executive Board 
for all your hard work and especially your leadership.  Last, but not least, a special thank you goes out to all 
the family members of the Board for allowing your family member to dedicate so much time and effort for 
the Club.

In closing, I want to wish everyone a very blessed Christmas and Happy New Year.  May God Bless Car-
pathia and all of its members.

John Huth, Jr.
President of Carpathia 

A Few Words from Our President
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Hors d’oeuvres at 6:00 p.m.
Prime Rib and Carpathia’s Famous Schnitzel 

Dinner served at 7:30 p.m.
Midnight Snack, Champaign Toast, and

Party Favors are all included! 
Tickets are $45 members, $55 non-members, cash bar

Dance to Live Music by the Hank Haller Band

For ticket reservations, 
please contact Maria Dosenberger at 
(586) 822-2366 or mdosenberger@comcast.net
Carpathia Club is located at 
38000 Utica Road in Sterling Heights  48312
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2012 Carpathia Club Calendar

Date   Event
January 21  Kickers Youth Banquet
January 22  Choir Card Party
January 28  Kickers Youth Banquet

February 11  Königsball der Jugend
February 26  Annual Membership Meeting

March 10  Hunter’s Banquet
March 18  Ladies Group Card Party

May 5   Jugendgruppe 50th Anniversary
May 19  Chor & Frauen Banquet

June 15-17  Germanfest & Father’s Day Picnic

July 13-15  Dance Group Jugend Lager
July 28   Kicker’s 60th Anniversary

September 14-16 Oktoberfest
September 23  Semi-Annual Membership Meeting

October 13  Hunter’s Kings Ball
October 17  Fashion Show - Ladies Group
October 27  Weinlese Fest

November 4  Senior Card Party
November 10  Kirchweih

December 8  Kicker’s Banquet
December 16  Member’s Christmas Party
December 31  New Year’s Eve Party

Please look at Club website or at the " iers at the Club for 
event times, cost, and bands.  Events calendar is subject to 
change.

2012 Untergruppen Fish Fry 
Schedule

Kickers
January 6  February 17
March 30  May 11
July 6   August 17
October 12

Jugendgruppe
January 13  February 24
April 6   May 18
July 13   August 24
October 19

Senioren
January 20  March 2
April 13  June 1
July 20   September 7
October 26

Chor
January 27  March 9
April 20  June 8
July 27   September 21
November 2

Frauen
February 3  March 16
April 27  June 22
August 3  September 28
November 16

Jaeger
February 10  March 23
May 4   June 29
August 10  October 5
November 9

Menu selection was not determined at the 
time of the newsletter publication.  Please 
check the Club website for updates.

Important Notice to all Members

2012 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
ARE DUE!!!
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Carpathia’s 2nd Annual Oktoberfest
September 16-18, 2011

By Michelle Egger

Preparations started the Monday before to get the 
Club grounds ready for our 2nd annual Oktoberfest 
Weekend.  Friday night started off with lots and lots 
of people packing the tent and enjoying themselves 
listening to the band of Enzian, enjoying some wurst, 
drinking some Spaten Oktoberfest Beer and enjoying 
the homemade desserts made by all the ladies#  The 
youthgroup girls walked around selling the Home-
made Lebkuchen hearts that were decorated by the 
group#  The weather did get a bit chilly that evening 
and might have sent a few folks home early, but the 
ones who stayed were dancing and drinking and eat-
ing all night long.    Of course, we had our 2nd annual 
Sauerkraut eating contest with Erika Kuhlmann hop-
ing to keep her reign as Sauerkraut Queen…  Many 
newcomers sat down with their plate of sauerkraut, 
ready to beat her…..  It was a very close decision, but 
once again Erika won it#  Way to go Erika#
   
Saturday came with another day of nice fall weather#    
All of our dancegroups danced throughout the day 
to many applause#  Of course, the favorite was the 
little kids dance group.  They are always such a joy 
to watch#  All day long the beer was " owing and the 
food was being dished out#   We were entertained 
with great music by the Tradewinds and the Martin 
Brothers.    That evening, the Carpathia Youthgroup 
did the last performance of the evening and Rob 
Schwalbe announced the new Royalty for 2011-2012.  
Congratulations to Samantha Sesko and Kristian Be-
attie#   Day two was a total success# 

Sunday was another very nice day, but the crowd was 
not what we expected it to be.   But during the day we 
had a guest performance from Edelweiss Schuhplat-
tlergruppe and all of the Carpathia dance groups per-
formed.  The Rheinlanders and Sorgenbrecher bands 
played throughout the day for our dancing pleasure#
  
Our 2nd Oktoberfest was a huge success#  But it 
wouldn’t have happened without all of our volunteers 

who helped out all weekend long#  Thank you#  Our 
chairmen Rob Seiberling and co-chairmen Adam 
Zeig also deserve a great big Thank You for doing 
such a great job organizing this Oktoberfest.   With-
out the help of all of our members, these events 
would not happen.  A lot of work and planning goes 
into an event like this and a lot of time is spent on 
making sure it’s a huge success#   And as Mike Talan 
said, thank goodness the Herr Gott is a Schwob for 
blessing us with such wonderful weather#
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Saar Tanzgruppe
Submitted by Michelle Egger

The Saar group left Hungary for their American Tour 
on August 24.  The Carpathia Club welcomed them 
into our club on August 31.  Many club members 
and host families waited for their arrival.  As the bus 
pulled into the parking lot, our guests were greeted to 
the sounds of music being played by Herbie, George 
and Herbie.  Of course, no greeting is complete with-
out a few schnapps#
   
After some introductions, we brought them into the 
Club for a little FreundschaftsAbend.  A wonder-
ful pork roast dinner was served and as the evening 
went on, the Kapelle from their dance group and our 
own musicians started to play music together and the 
dancing began.  The Members Room was packed, and 
everybody was dancing and singing together.  It was 
truly a moment I will never forget.  So much fun was 
had by everybody.  We danced until the wee hours of 
the morning#

The next day, a city tour was planned for Detroit.  
Thank you to Gary Istok for taking the time to take 
the group on this tour.  The tour included a trip to 
the Ford House, a drive down Lakeshore Drive, 
stops in Downtown Detroit and the best for last… a 
visit to the Fox Theatre.  Gary made arrangements 
for the group to play on the organ and they also 
were able to dance on the stage.  A moment they 
will never forget##

That evening, Carpathia Hall was ! lled to watch 
their performance…. and what a performance it 
was.  Before the performance, John Huth and Mike 
Talan welcomed everybody.  The Saar Tanzgruppe 
performed for over two hours and it was ! lled with 
fast paced polkas, waltzes, and singing.  The girls 
had their hair braided and wore beautiful trachts.  
The boys had on their boots and black vests#  The 
performance ended with a standing ovation by all 
in attendance.   Peter Schweininger thanked every-
body for attending – they were just overwhelmed 
by all the people who come out to see them.  The 
group also thanked the Carpathia Club for the won-
derful hospitality that they were given during their 
visit to Detroit.  After all the speeches, the dancers 
grabbed a partner from the crowd and danced the 
Chardache.  Once again, we danced and sang until 
the early morning hours.
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Friday morning the bus departed Detroit and was headed towards Mans! eld.  However, it was not a sad 
goodbye, as many of us were heading to Mans! eld as well for the Landestreffen der Donauschwaben.  Our 
friendship continued throughout the weekend and on Saturday night, our friends from Saar provided an im-
promptu performance in the hotel lobby that our Detroit club was staying at.  We were dancing and singing 
all night long.  It was truly a memorable moment none of us will all ever forget.
  
I would personally like to thank everybody who helped out to make this visit a success.  Thank you to all 
who housed people and to everybody who made our guests feel like they were at home.  A lot of wonderful 
friends were made during this visit and Carpathia should be very proud of what we did for them#  
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Blondine Klimach – Honored for More Than Four Decades of 
Dedication to German-American Friendship

Having served the German-American friendship for 
more than 45 years, Mrs. Blondine Klimach was 
awarded the Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal 
Republic of Germany.  On behalf of the President of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Consul General Onno 
Hückmann awarded Mrs. Klimach on July 28, 2011, 
in recognition of her outstanding contributions to the 
German-American Friendship.  This accolade represents 
one of the highest distinctions that the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany bestows upon any private individual, 
whether German or foreign.

Mrs. Klimach founded the “Deutsche Jugendgruppe 
Detroit” shortly after emigrating to the United States in 
order to promote German language and traditions. The 
“Jugendgruppe” became a chapter of the “Carpathia 
Club”, the largest German-American association in 
Detroit, where she was active in several leadership posi-
tions.  She went on tour in 1964 for the German govern-
ment with the dance group “Mädchenkranz”. She has 
also been involved with the “Carpathia Mixed Choir” 
since 1963.  Mrs. Blondine Klimach was named “Ger-
man Day Princess” in 1966, and was named “German-
American of the Year” in 1992 by the German American 
Cultural Center in Detroit.  

Since 1963, Mrs. Klimach has been involved with the 
“Carpathia Mixed Choir”.  Later, she became a delegate 
of the “Nord-Amerikanische Sängerbund”, the umbrella 
organization for all German choral societies for which 
she served as vice-president between 1988 and 2006, 
when she was then elected the association’s ! rst female 
president.  Previously, she had twice been honored with 
the German American Friendship Award (1987 and 
2008).

In his closing remarks, Consul General Hückmann 
recognized Mrs. Klimach as a beacon for German lan-
guage, music, dance and culture.  He thanked her for her 
outstanding dedication to her German heritage and for 
fostering the German-American friendship and under-
standing.

Consul General Onno Hückmann and 
Mrs. Blondine Klimach

Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Lady’s Version

After the Ceremony
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Hiermit möchte ich die Lehrerinnen für das neue Schuljahr vorstellen.
 1.Klasse Frau Maria Pledl, Frau Sara Cvetanovski (Aushilfslehrerin)
 2.Klasse Mellisa Morelli
 3.Klasse Irene Dietz
Herzlich Willkommen #

Wir haben wieder ein volles Programm geplant.  Unser Motto ist ,,Deutsch lernen macht Spass.“  Es wichtig 
das die Kinder schon in jungen Jahren eine Fremdsprache erlernen.  Kinder lernen durch Gedichte, Lieder, 
Reime und Spiele.  

So lernen sie die Sprache einfach und in einer lustigen Art. Der Unterricht soll abwechslungsreich sein. 
Deutsch lernen heißt aber auch zugleich Deutschland und die Deutschen, sowie Gebräuche und Kultur 
besser kennen zu lernen.  Hier sind einige Ideen:  Täglich 10-15 Minuten sprechen, lesen oder hören.
Natürlich mit Hilfe der Eltern oder Großeltern ist ein Plus.

Bald werden die Schülereinnen und Schüler Weihnachts-Gedichte und Lieder mit nach Hause bringen, da 
heißt es wieder tüchtig lernen für das Weihnachtsprogramm.  Die Weihnachtsfeier ist am 18.Dezember 2 
PM.

Hiermit wünsche ich auch im Namen der Lehrerinnen Maria Pledl, Melissa Morelli, Sara Cvetanovski Allen 
ein recht frohes und gesegnetes Weihnachtsfest und die besten Wünsche zum Neuen Jahr .

                                                      Irene Dietz

The Kulturgruppe held elections in November and voted in a new leader, Carsten Grotloh.  Linda Tittjung 
remained the group treasurer, and Melissa Kennedy was voted in as secretary.  The group is planning on 
making some changes for 2012, so stay tuned.  The group would like to thank Stephanie Kemmer for all her 
hard work and dedication to the Kulturgruppe and the club for the past several years.  The Kulturgruppe is 
on Urlaub for the rest of the year and will start back up in the new year.

The Schuhplattler group had a productive year dancing at both Germanfest and Oktoberfest and other 
festivals this year.  The Schuhplattler group holds practices on Sundays at 4 pm in the practice room.  New 
members, 13 and older, with exception, are welcome anytime.

Carsten Grotloh

Kulturgruppe and Schuhplattler Group

Schule
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Kindergruppe

The fall season is they busiest time of the year for 
this dance group, with this year being no exception.  
At this year’s Landestreffen in Mans! eld, Ohio, the 
Kindergruppe gave an effort that would make all 
Carpathian’s proud.  After Landestreffen the Kinder-
gruppe had a busy fall Oktoberfest season.  The group 
not only performed at Carpathia’s Oktoberfest, but 
also had performences in Rochester, Lexington, and 
Huntington Woods.  We ended the year with perfor-
mances at the Weinlese Fest and Kirchwieh, at which 
the kids performed two new dances.  

We have some exciting things planned for next year, 
so come and join us at our Sunday practices.  We are 
always accepting new dancers aged 4-12.  Please con-
tact Cindy Schleis at 586-468-3951 or Christine Pesta 
at 586-264-2058 for current dance practice times.

I would like to thank all the parents who have sup-
ported the group throughout the year.  Without your 
support, our job would be much more dif! cult.  Wish-
ing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year.

Christine Pesta

The Kindergruppe in downtown Lexington, MI

Landestreffen in Mans! eld, OH

Weinlese Fest & Kirchweih
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The summer ended with much dancing and enter-
tainment.  Just before the Labor Day weekend, the 
Donauschwaben dance group from Saar, Hungary 
visited Detroit.  They did their program at the hall 
on Thursday evening, then Friday morning they 
headed to Mans! eld, Ohio and we joined them there 
later in the day for the ‘Landestrachtenfest’.   As 
always ‘Labor Day’ brings together old friends and 
makes new friends.  This year we added friends from 
Hungary…and Facebook will help these friendships 
continue.

All from Carpathia who attended the Trachtenfest 
were also very, very proud of our own Jugend-
gruppe.  They competed in the ‘Tanzwettbewerb’ 
(dance competition) along with the other youth 
groups in the USA.  Sunday morning began early 
with the boys polishing all the shoes while the girls 
had their hair braided and pinned.  My hotel room 
was transformed into the ‘hair salon’.  The competi-
tion took place in the Mans! eld Liederkranz hall in 
the afternoon – the place was packed#  Many people 
watched on TV’s set up on the patio and pavilion 
for this event.  Our Jugend did an excellent job with 
their program and ranked Gold#  One could see the 
pride and joy in the faces of the parents and dancers.  
Carpathia Club can be very happy with their Jugend 
– they represented their club very well#

Two weeks after Labor Day Carpathia held their 
Oktoberfest.  The Jugendgruppe made Lebkuchen 
hearts.  It was such a success that we sold out on Fri-
day night#  We will try that again on a much larger 
scale next year#  On Saturday we announced the new 
royalty for 2011-2012.  I am pleased to announce 
Queen Samantha Sesko and King Kristian Beattie.  
They have a busy year ahead with the main attrac-
tion being the Jugendkönigsball which will be held 
on February 11, 2012.   Please hold that date and 
join us at Carpathia Hall for our formal evening of 
dance and celebration.

In September, the Jugendgruppe danced at St Jo-
seph’s Church Oktoberfest again.  It is such a beauti-
ful church and we had a very receptive audience.  In 
October, we had the Weinlesefest where we were 
able to debut 2 new dances we learned in Hungary.  
We were told by some members that watching the 
dances brought back memories of growing up in 
Hungary where they saw dances just like these.  I 
was very happy to hear that – it means we are ful! ll-
ing our goal to keep up tradition#  We tried to contin-
ue other traditions with this year’s Kirchweih.  There 
was plenty of Rosmarein and boys with decorated 
hats; a Kirchweihstrauss, music and dancing#  We 
welcomed friends from Milwaukee, Chicago, Cleve-
land and Kitchener and I think everyone had a good 
time.

Upcoming events: the Jugendgruppe Königsball 
in February and the Jugendgruppe Anniversary & 
Reunion on May 5, 2012.

The Jugendgruppe and its leaders wish all members 
and friends a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year

Frohe Weihnacht #

Karin Schwalbe
Rob Schwalbe
Debbie Kapraun

Jugendgruppe

Queen Samantha and King Kristian
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Carpathia Jugendgruppe 
50th Anniversary & Reunion 

May 5th, 2012

We would like to reach all former youth 
group members and share some memories#  
If you have any pictures or stories to share 

or give us your contact information.

Please e-mail Karin Schwalbe at 
ktschwalbe@hotmail.com

We will also put up information on 
Carpathia’s website and Facebook.

Hope to see you there#

Preparing for the Tanzwettbewerb, with polishing the 
shoes and hair braiding.
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Nachklang einer ’’herbstlichen“ Modeschau !
Frauengruppe Fashion Show, 2011

Alljaehrlich einmal veranstaltet die Carpathia 
Frauengruppe unter der Leitung von Frau Dietz eine 
Modeschau die heür am 14.Oktober in der schön 
geschmückten grossen Halle des Klub-Hauses Car-
pathia statt fand.  Unser Sponsor war wiederrum das 
Mode –Kaufhaus “Dressbarn“, in Rochester Mi., an 
325 South Livernois, (visavi von der Rochester High 
School).  Für diesen Nachmittag fanden sich bei 150 
Freunde und Gönner rechtzeitig bevor 12:00 Uhr 
Mittag ein, um etliche Stunden in einer gemütlichen 
Atmosphere miteinander zu verbringen.

Als die Leiterin Frau Irene Dietz die anwesenden 
Gäste of! ziell begrüßte, stellte sie dabei fest, dass 
sich zwei Urlauber aus der alten Heimat Deutschland 
unter uns be! nden.  Natürlich wurden sie mit viel 
Applaus ’’willkommen“geheißen.  Dann war es an 
der Zeit ein wohlschmeckendes Mittags-Gericht zu 
servieren.  Bestehend aus:  Hühner–Schnitzel mit 
gemischtem Gemüse auf California-Art, gold-geback-
ene Bratkartoffel mit Soße, Grün-Salat, Brot und der 
gute Kaffee eine Selbstverständlichkeit#  Alles war 
sehr köstlich zubereitet - wie immer - von unserer 
Köchin Frau Rosi Grusling und ihren kenntnisreichen 
Küchen-Mitarbeiterinnen.  Der ’’süße’’Nachtisch 
war ein Biskuit-Schnitt-Kuchen mit Schlagsahne-
Fuellung, Zitrone oder Kirsch, je nach Geschmack.  
(Meiner Anschauung nach waren beide sehr empfe-
hlungswert.)

Nachdem die Tische abgeraeumt waren stellte Frau 
Irene Dietz die Dressbarn-Leiterin ‚’’Ms. Dalia“ dem 
Publikum vor.  Ms. Dalia eröffnete die Modeschau 
mit einer Annonce ähnlich wie folgt:  Since most ev-
eryone is aware of the fact that the ’’October Month’’ 
is dedicated to ! nd  a CURE FOR CANCER, the 
Dressbarn...with this GOAL in mind has pledged to 
send $1.00 for every “ pink blouse” sold here to the 
SUSAN G. COMEN FOR THE CURE OF BREAST-
CANCER FOUNDATION”.
 
Um diese Anmeldung auch augensichtlich zu erken-

nen, wurden gleichzeitig 4 in rosa geblümte Blusen 
von 4 Haus-Modellen dem Publikum vorgestellt.  
Weil das Motto der Herbst-und Abendkleidung war, 
wurden demnach allerhand von Bluejeans vorgestellt.  
An einigen waren die Rück-Taschen verziert.  Dann 
wieder andere waren von der Hüfte bis runter zum 
Knöchel mit “Perlen“ bestickt.  (Besonderst geeignet 
für die jüngere Generation).  Man sah neuzeitliche 
Strickjacken.  Auch Wolljaecken, herbstliche-sowie 
festliche Blusen.  Abendkleidung aus Chiffon, Taft, 
sowie auch Poliyester.  Schöne Abendkleider in 
knielänge, elegante Chiffon–Hosen-Roecke ... für 
jedes Alter passend.  Das Kaufhaus bietet schöne und 
gute Kleidung zu günstigen Preisen an.  Jede Frau, 
jedes Fraeulein .... von Grösse 6-24 kann etwas pas-
sendes im Kaufhaus Dressbarn/Dressbarn-Women für 
sich ! nden.

Ja, so wie jeder Anfang sein Ende hat, so ging auch 
diese frohgesinnte Unterhaltung dem Ende zu.  Doch 
noch waren viele Tombola-Preise den Gewinnern zu 
übergeben ... noch waren “rote Rosen“ an die be-
teiligten Frauen/Modelle zu überreichen.

So auch Ms. Dalia und ihre Helferin ... so auch Frau 
Karin Beatie,Verwalterin des Carpathia Klubs.

Dann mit einem recht herzlichen Dank an alle Freun-
de und Gäste, an ihre geschätzte Frauengruppe, die 
ihr immer hilfsbereit beisteht.  Nachdem sie sich bei 
allen bedankte, verabschiedete sich unsere geehrte 
Leiterin, Frau Irene Dietz .... bis zum nächsten Mal# 
Ja, auch ihnen gebührt ein “herzlichster Dank“ für 
Ihren nimmermüden Einsatz.  Ihren großen Beitrag 
zur Erhaltung und Fortp" anzung unserer deutschen 
Sprache#  “Ein Stückchen der alten Heimat fortp" an-
zen in der neün Heimat # 

Alle Achtung#

Katharina Schwager 
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Frauengruppe
Weihnachtsgrüsse der Frauengruppe

Glocken klingen weit und breit.
Kerzenlicht in jedem Haus.
Frieden soll auf Erden sein.
Stille Stunden frohe Feste
Und zum Neuen Jahr das Beste.

Ottillie Amann, Leni Blasius, Irene Dietz, Kathie Dietz, Maria Eppich, Anna Fellinger, Kathie Fruhner, 
Helen Gassel, Resi Gerber, Anna Geier, Kaethe Groedl, Rosi Grusling, Anni Hammer, Maria Hammer, 
Antonia Hansmann, Kaethe Heide, Klara Homann, Resi Huth, Kathi Keil, Anna Kemmer, Kathi Kirsch, 
Helga Kniep, Wilma Koberstein, Rosa Koehlmann, Jane Koehlhofer, Leni Kolling, Elisabeth Krause,
Elsa Lambrecht, Maria Lorenz, Elisabeth Menrath, Katharina Novak, Elfriede Palovcik, Magret Pelvay,
Inge Pfropper, Katharine Posawatz, Nancy Purz, Helga Reinhardt, Katharina Schaefer, Hilde Schmid, 
Maria Schmidt, Resi Schneider, Kathi Schuck, Kathi Schuh, Eva Schwager,Katharina Schwager, 
Karin Schwalbe, Ste!  Schultz, Elfriede Sopfe,Marie Stefan,Elisabeth Toepfner, Irene Unsleber, 
Mary Ann Virchow, Loni Wolf, Anna Wunsch. 

Auch in diesem Jahr half die Frauengruppe wieder tüchtig beim Oktoberfest aus.  Unsere Gruppe war wie-
der für Kuchen und Kaffeeverkauf verantwortlich.  Der selbst gebackene Kuchen und die leckeren Torten 
gingen sehr gut und fanden viele Feinschmecker.  Ich möchte mich und im Namen des Vorstandes bei allen 
Untergruppen die Kuchen zum Verkauf brachten ,, Herzlich Herzlich Bedanken“.

Nach den drei stressvollen Tagen hatte die Frauengruppe wirklich einen kleinen Urlaub verdient.  So buchte 
ich dann einen Aus" ug für den 4.Oktober nach Little River.  Little River ist eigendlich unser alljähriger 
Aus" ug und ist sehr beliebt.  Mit 53 Personen ging es schon in der Frühe um 7 AM los.  Der erste Stop 
war Soaring Eagle Casino.  Hier hatten wir etwa 4 Stunden Aufenthalt und jeder konnte sein Glück an den 
Spielautomaten versuchen.  Um 2:30 PM fuhren wir dann weiter zum Little River Casino.  Nach dem Check 
in, und vielleicht eine kleine Ruhepause, trafen einige sich zum Essen oder die Spielfreudigen gingen schon 
zum Casino.  Das Schöne ist hier Casino, Restaurant und Hotel ist alles unter einen Dach wie man sagt.  Am 
nächsten Tag nach dem Frühstueck ging es dann wieder Richtung Heimwerts aber zürst machten wir wieder 
einen Stop im Soaring Eagle Casino.  Wie ich so hörte hatten wir einige Gewinner am Bus.  Da es jedem so 
gut gefällt planen wir wieder im nächsten Jahr zu gehen.  Aber zürst fahren wir nach dem Fire Keepers Ca-
sino.  Alle haben viel Spaß bei unseren Aus" ügen.  Die Casino Busfahrten sind immer schnell ausverkauft.

Hiermit wünschen ich unseren Leserinnen und Leser eine stimmungsvolle Vorweihnachtszeit, ein besinnli-
ches und friedliches Weihnachtsfest und für das Jahr 2012 Glück, Gesundheit und Zufriedenheit.
                                                       I.D. 

Wichtiges:
Unsere Frauengruppe Versammlung ist jetzt jeden 3. Dienstag im Monat um 2 PM.
Unsere Weihnachtsfeier ist am 14.Dezember 6 PM.
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Weihnachten zu Hause
Gertraut Kausen

Still lag das Land im weihnachtlichem Zauber.
Und sanft ! el unterbrochen der Schnee.
Zugedeckt mit weisser Decke wurde alles.
Der Frost tat bitter weh.
In den Oefen prasselte das Feuer und wärmte die Stuben.
Kinder fühlten das geheimnisvolle Tun der Eltern,
deren Hände konnten nicht ruhn.
Das Haus roch nach allen guten Sachen.
Pfefferkuchen verbreiten leckeren Duft.
Eine leise Spannung war in der Luft.
War endlich der Heilige Abend angerückt,
im Lichterglanz erstrahlt der Weihnachtsbaum,
da schauten Kinder ganz entzückt,
es erschien ihm wie im Traum.
Innig die alten Weihnachtslieder erklangen.
Stille Nacht ... Vom Himmel hoch ... Oh du Fröhliche
Sie feierlich sangen.
Gedichte wurden scheu aufgesagt von den Kleinen,
klappe es nicht ganz,
! n gen sie an zu weinen.
Endlich ist der Weihnachtsmann da gewesen,
er hatte Spielsachen gebracht und etwas zum Lesen.
Gar lange ist’s her, weit liegt’s zurück.
Die Weihnacht zu Hause in großem Glück.  

Weihnachten
Hermann Hesse

Ich sehn’ mich nach einem Land
Der Ruh und Geborgenheit.
Ich glaub’, ich hab’s einmal gekannt,
als ich in den Sternenhimmel weit   
und klar vor meinen Augen sah,
und endlich grosses Weltenall.
Und etwas dann mit mir geschah:
Ich ahnte, spürte auf einmal,
dass alles:  Sterne, Berg und Tal,
ob ferne Länder, fremdes Volk,
sei es der Mond, sei’s Sonnenstrahl,
dass Regen, Schnee und jede Wolk,
dass all das in mir drin ich ! nd,
verkleinert, einmalig und schön
Ich muss gar nicht zu jedem hin,
ich spür das Schwingen, spüer die Toen’
ein’s jeden Dinges, nah und fern,
wenn ich mich öffne und werd’ still
in Ehrfurcht vor dem grossen Herrn,
der all dies schuf und halten will.
Ich glaube, dass war der Moment,
den sicher jeder von euch kennt,
in dem Mensch zur Lieb’ bereit:
Ich glaub, da ist die Weihnacht nicht weit#

Senior Group

On November 6th, the Senior Group held their annual card party.  Approximately 150 people attended the 
event, which included a nice lunch and a Kipfel snack later on.  Regardless if you were playing euchre, pok-
er, rummy, or a competitive game of Right, Left, Center, the card party brought family and friends together 
for some fun and enjoyment.  The Senior Group would like to thank all those who helped in the kitchen 
preparing the meal and Kipfeln, and for all those who donated a raf" e prize.

On Tuesday, December 27, the Senior Group will be taking a bus trip to Caesars’ Windsor Casino. The bus 
is scheduled to leave around 9:00 am, returning around 4:00 pm.  If interested, please contact Helmut Egger 
at (586) 781-4840 or email at lhegger@aol.com.  Passport or Enhanced Driver’s license is required.

The Senior Group would like to extend a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all the Carpathia 
members and their families.

Adam Medel (cp)
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From the Jäger,,,,

In September the Jäger held our annual King Shoot 
to determine our top shooters.  As in previous years 
it was exciting and suspenseful, with many of the 
awards not being decided until the very last shot.  
Eric Rausch was the best of the day and earned 
the title of Jäger König for the fourth time.  Last 
year’s king Bob Hammer took First Ritter, and Tony 
Brandelik Jr. won Second Ritter.  Several other Jäger 
received trophies – Jeff Ewald won ! rst trophy, Bob 
Psotka took second trophy, and Mike Talan won 
third trophy.  Jeff Ewald also beat out all previous 
kings to win the Past King’s trophy.  Congratulations 
to all of the top shooters.

The Jäger recognized all of our top guns at the 
annual Jäger Königsball in October.  The group 
gathered to honor King Eric, Queen Julie and all of 
our other award winners.  In addition to the honors 
already mentioned we passed out several titles for 
the combined scores over all three shoots – High 
Overall went to Jeff Ewald, High Overall Senior 
went to John Klimach, and High Overall Junior 
went to David Tittjung.  We were happy to welcome 
a number of guests and VIP’s, including the Kings 
and Queens from both DASV and Kolping as well as 
this year’s GACC German American of the Year, our 
own Oskar Pscheidl.  An international wine tasting 
and wild game appetizers made the evening special, 
and the Carpathia Club did its usual outstanding job 
of preparing amazing German food.  An “entertain-
ing” raf" e, hosted as usual by Eric Rausch, closed 
out a wonderful event.

Fall and winter bring the Jäger back into the woods, 
and this is the time of year that many of us look for-
ward to the most.  Several Jäger have already been 
successful, and hopefully many more will be by the 
end of the season.  The Jäger will share our success 
with all of you at our annual wild game dinner, the 
Jägerbankett, which will be held next year on March 
10th.  Please save the date – we hope to see you 
there.

I’m happy to report that membership in the Jäger 
continues to grow, and we have added several new 
members in the last year.  One of them is a situation 
that, I believe, is unprecedented.  As you know we 
have many second- and even third-generation Jäger 
as fathers bring their sons into the group.  This year, 
however, we actually had a son bring his father into 
the group when Adam Zeig nominated our newest 
member, his father John.  Welcome to the group#

In closing, the Carpathia Jäger would like to wish 
all of you happy holidays and a wonderful new year, 
and to wish all hunters a safe and successful hunting 
season.

  Tom Forest, Jäger President
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The Kicker’s have recently completed the fall season.  While everyone was busy with getting to their games, 
trying to secure ! elds, dealing with all the crazy soccer game issues that come up every season….the phone 
rang and I received some news that stopped all of that immediately.

One of our youth players, Steven Dolan, while running on a track at school, suffered a heart attack.  He 
was rushed to a hospital in Port Huron where his parents received not only the terrifying news that their son 
needed open heart surgery, but also that the hospital suggested that they transport their son to another hospi-
tal almost 200 miles away#  This young man underwent open heart surgery in Ann Arbor – and his parent’s 
who live over an hour away sat bedside with their young son – waiting.   It’s a nightmare that none of us 
would ever want to live.  Mike Dolan, Steven’s dad, has been a coach with the Kicker’s and most recently 
has managed our men’s program – his wife, Kim, has been a non-stop supporter and spectator.  Steven’s 
surgery was a success – he is recovering at home and has been able to attend classes at his high school.    We 
are so happy that Steven is on the road to recovery – this brave young man has not just been a player for the 
Kickers, we can count on Steven to help with our young kid’s camp, ! eld clean ups, ! sh fries…just about 
anything we need – he is a Kicker we can call on#

At this time of the year, it is only ! tting that we re" ect on the things in our life that we should be thankful 
for – I am sure that Mike and Kim Dolan will be sharing a special Thanksgiving this year with their family.  
(Steven - Your Kicker family will be saying a special thanks as well for your successful surgery and increas-
ing health.)

I want to thank all of the teams, parents and players that supported Steven’s recovery with cards, gifts and 
well wishes.  This is the part of soccer that I enjoy the most.

On behalf of me, my family and the Kicker’s board – I would like to wish everyone a blessed holiday season 
– we will be saying special thanks in our home as well.

Keith McVettie
General Manager

Kicker’s Korner
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The Carpathia Kickers 

Will be hosting a “ toys for tots”  program 
A box will be placed in both the front lobby and members lounge for donations now 

through December 10th.  We hope that your teams will consider donating an unwrapped 
toy for children who might not otherwise have something to open on Christmas.   

What a great way to not only honor the true message of Christmas  

– But to honor our Marine’s as well! 

Boxes will be at the adult Kicker ’s banquet for any donations!  

 

Please take a minute to pass on to your teams.  

“We make a living through what we get, but we make a life through what we give.”  – Winston Churchill  
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Please welcome our newest members who have joined the Carpathia Club:

 Mathias Agnes  Wendy and James Binder Kenneth Bowery Rick Diddia
 Michael Dolan, Sr. Len Eckert   Marianne Henn Rose and Chuck Hepner
 Robert Kantz  John Karl   Daniela Kelly  James Salamon
 Laura Schneider Tina Schroeder  Lucy & Uwe Sehling

Members who have moved up to Active Status in 2011:

Elizabeth Ball   Johann & Tosca Bauer   Alphart Beneker
Herbert & Mary Byer  Larry Christian   Michael Colburn
Peggy Collins   Gunter Connert   Joe & Brenda Degele
Kurt Fleischer   Hans Geyer    Annie Grif! n
Jeffrey Haase   Ursula Klemm    Richard & Diane Kolleth
Cheryl & Daniel Kunert Julie Lafave    Ashley Lawler
Eric Lieckfelt   Nicholas Lorenz   Wilfried Mozer
Anton & Judy Ochss  Carolyn Psotka   Fritz Schwager
Sebastian Schwager  Michael Stampfer   Timothy & Marci Wahl
Matthew Vanderhoef  Karen Venton    Maria Weess
Daniel Willis   David Willis, Jr.   Eugene Wuerz
Angelo Zarantonello

The Carpathia Club expresses our condolences to the families of:
Ms. Maria Payne

Membership News

If a name is forgotten, we apologize.  Please contact Cyndi Seubert, Membership Chairperson for any 
changes or additions

Adventslicht
Agnes Harder  

Ich bin das Lichtlein, das erwacht
In der dunklen Winternacht.
Die Menschen gingen so gebueckt;
Doch als das Lichtlein sie erblickt,
da wussten sie:  es kommt die Zeit,
da werden alle Herzen weit,
und alle Augen werden hell,
und alle Füße laufen schnell,
denn mitten aus dem Winterleid
ersteht die liebe Weihnachtszeit.

Advent

In jedem Jahr zur Weihnachtszeit,
wenn Hof und Fluren eingeschneit
und weihnachtlich geschmückte Straßen
und Tannebäume auf dem Markt und Gassen,
wenn Weihnachtsduft in allen Räumen,
auf Tannengrün die Kerze brennt
dann ist Advent.
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Big News from the Seiberling Household

This December, we will be celebrating two graduations#

Lauren Seiberling will be graduating from Western Michigan 
University with a degree in Interdisciplinary Health Services on 

December 17th.
 

Kurt Seiberling, Jr. will be graduating from the Specs Howard 
School of Media Arts on December 20th.  

You both worked very hard and we are so very proud.

All our love, 
Your Parents, Grandparents, Aunts, Uncle, Cousins and Mollie

Just a word of thanks…

My family and I would like to thank everyone for attending my fundraiser on April 3, it was wonderful to 
see all of the support that we have, and it was a great success.  We would like to thank everyone that helped 
put this event together from the ladies in the kitchen that cooked a wonderful meal, to the board for donating 
the hall and the food for the event, to all the ladies that baked for the bake sale, Tim and the guys for mak-
ing the wurst, and to everyone that donated raf" e prizes.  We would also like to thank my family and friends 
who helped get donations, set up, clean up, and organize the fundraiser, we are forever thankful.  And to 
everyone who donated to the Jessica Recovery Fund thank you so much.  The moral and ! nancial support 
makes us feel so blessed it is hard to put into words how we feel.  I am currently back at college, I also have 
a babysitting job, and am enjoying being a young adult who is feeling well at this time.

Thanks again,
Jessica Thomas and Family

Kimberly Anne and Amanda Marie Schwager

I wanted to say congratulations on your graduations.

Kimberly graduated from Ashford University in October with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Organizational Management.   She graduated Magna Cum Laude.

Amanda will be graduating from Wayne State University in December 2011 with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Elementary Education with an Endorsement in Cognitive Impairment.

I just wanted to say how proud I am of both of you.

Mom
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Danube-Swabian Association of the USA, Inc.
Verband der Donauschwaben in den USA. e.V.

December 2011 

Liebe Landsleute und Freunde, 

In 2011 we have made signi! cant strides in accomplishing our purpose/mission as a foundation:

   “To foster, support and encourage the preservation of the  customs, traditions, literature, culture and   
 history of the Danube-Swabian  people (Germanic people of Southeastern Europe),” and
   “To encourage the pursuit of studies in the German language, in  the history, culture, literature, music, and 
folklore of the Danube-Swabian  people.”

We provided:
    1.Signi! cant ! nancial support to the 2.Welttreffen der Donauschwäbische Jugend in Harkany,    
       Hungary. That support made the entire event and our youth’s participation possible# We sent 
       representatives from Cincinnati, St. Louis, both Chicago clubs, Detroit, and Cleveland who joined    
       participants from Germany, Brazil, and Hungary. (Even though our contributions were very 
       sizeable, participants had to get the bulk of the seminar’s costs from other sources.)

   2. Financial support to the Cleveland “Europe 2011 Travel Group.”

   3. Support to Ann Morrison for her work in completing a 6-DVD set entitled “Millions Cried… No 
       One Listened#”  This ! lm is a follow-up to her college project entitled “The Forgotten Genocide.” 

   4. Continued support to our language schools, youth groups, and the annual soccer tournament, in 
        addition to our other annual funding priorities.

As we approach the annual holiday season when many of us make our ! nal charitable contribution decisions 
for 2011 and plan those for 2012, I ask you to contribute today.Surely your feelings about the aforemen-
tioned purpose of the Donauschwaben Foundation mirror my own. Our ancestors and our common history 
deserve a chance to be memorialized or preserved; to be remembered today and forever for the signi! cant 
story that it is. We must ! nancially support those individuals and groups that work so diligently to perpetu-
ate the best of what we represent as Donauschwaben Americans.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of you and your families. May God bless you for your generos-
ity and keep you healthy as we embark upon our future together.

Viel Glück und Gesundheit im Neuen Jahr#
 
Robert F. Filippi
President
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Wow##  What an exciting year for your Foundation.  Much debate, planning and good fortune have rounded 
out this year.

This Labor Day, the rebranding of the foundation began with a national button that can be worn by every-
body – Do You Stiftung?  Many were bought for whatever donation people considered fair, many were 
worn for pride and fun, many were worn to spark a conversation about what exactly it is that the Stiftung is 
and does.  Your foundation directors can easily get you a button if you have not yet had the opportunity to 
get one.

Monies have been granted to assist in the printing costs of a newly translated, to English, historic novel 
entitled, Der grosse Schwabenzug.  This important book should be considered a family heirloom as it gives 
an early perspective of the Schwaben story.  We appreciate the efforts of the Walters in making it a fund-
raising opportunity.  Look for more details closer to the book’s release date.

The Directors have decided to continue the support of Ann Morrison’s work, Many Cried No One Lis-
tened.  Much consideration went into the sensitive nature of the human story, the business prospects of 
investing in this project and the legal issues.  Everyone agrees that this story needs to be told and the Foun-
dation’s of! cer have taken every step including hiring a lawyer to review the legal aspects and protect our 
members and interests.  Furthermore, Ann Morrison has suggested a business opportunity in the sale of the 
DVD, where the costs of the ! nal purchase could be recouped.  The DVD series is something that every 
member will want to own.

In a combined effort with the Landnesverband, monies were granted to 25 people to explore our Schwaben 
culture by attending a Welttreffen in Harkany, Hungary.  Reports shared by those who attended unanimously 
conclude that this was money well spent at many levels.  The participants from the U.S.A. were introduced 
to Schwaben from Canada, Brazil, and throughout Europe.  All in attendance came home with a much 
deeper appreciation and pride of their culture.  They all agree activities of this sort will attract continued 
enthusiasm for our culture and will build and foster leadership in the next generation.  (See attached report)
Good fortune is shining in our direction.  Thanks to a generous bequeath from a donor in Canada, The Foun-
dation is set to receive a sizable amount of money sometime in the near future.  The Directors are apprecia-
tive of the thoughtfulness of this donor and hope that many other families will remember the Foundation 
with a gift, no matter what amount, in their wills as well.   The money this organization receives is used only 
to promote learning and involvement in our traditions and culture.  Each year nearly $20,000 is granted for 
sport, German schools, dance, cultural ventures and travel.  This is only possible with your continued dona-
tions.

On a personal note, I would like to wish all the clubs and their members a wonderful holiday season and 
extend an open door next year for suggestions and opportunities as exciting as what we have had this year.

Froeliche Weinachten

Eddie Tullius, Foundation President
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DONAUSCHWÄBISCHE STIFTUNG  2011 CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

             Ed Tullius, along with board members and directors, wish all
          a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year 2012

***************************************************************************************
This past summer, 25 members of our Landesverband (both youth group members and adults) traveled to 
Harkany, Hungary for the Welttreffen 2011.  Debbie Tullius very generously authored a full report of the 
activities and events which took place over a span of 12 days.  We are proud to share that report with you in 
our Christmas Greetings#
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Thursday, June 16th
We were lucky enough to get off the airplane with 
the group from St. Louis and we were met at the air-
port by friendly faces from the 2007 Welttreffen….
Manfred and Susanna.  We hung around the airport 
until the other St. Louis people, the couple from 
Detroit, the leaders from Chicago and the girls from 
Entre Rios joined us.  

The bus whisked us off to Harkany where we were 
greeted by Stefan Ihas and the owner of Hotel Platan 
with a shot of schnaps, which we were to quickly 
learn, was the way to start every event day or night.   
The rooms were very comfortable with private 
balconies; the hotel seemed to be busy with groups 
visiting the “bath” and a lovely outdoor eating area.   
Everyone gathered at this area to have a few drinks, 
a dinner and to have the chance to get to know each 
other.

Friday, June 17th
What an amazing breakfast they had every day….
French toast, scrambled eggs, a hot meat, yogurts, 
meats, cheeses, fresh vegetables, cottage cheese, 
cereals, juices, cream of wheat pudding, and many 
varieties of delicious bread.  A great way to start 

every day.

By 9:30 we had gathered in the meeting room for 
the ! rst of many memorable learning sessions.  We 
learned that a Hungarian TV station was to be with 
us for several days making a documentary.  Anna 
started us off with an appropriate poem for the day, 
Stefan did many introductions and then we played an 
interesting get-to-know you game, weaving a spider 
web to join us all together.  The television reporter 
interviewed several of the people.  Lunch was on our 
own, and we all took an opportunity to walk to town 
and get some food and shop a bit.

We danced ALL afternoon with Peter, the leader 
and choreographer from the Saar Tanzgruppe.  
Wow, it was intense, but we felt successful having 
learned two new dances.  He followed this with a 
power-point presentation about the Jugend Ungarn-
Deutsches.  He really wants to help the traditions 
continue.

A large group of us went to an outdoor restaurant 
that evening and got to know each other much better, 
did a lot of dancing, and watched an amazing “Hun-
garian Tanzgruppe.”
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Saturday, June 18th
We spent the morning dancing with Peter again and 
learned a 3rd very complicated dance.

In the late afternoon we got ready for the Schwaben-
ball.  It was a beautiful ride to the town of Ketch-
ing.  We were greeted by the Mayor and then we got 
to see a video show about the history and culture 
available in the town.  It was marvelous how they 
are able to combine the Schwaben and Hungarian 
lifestyles.  The children of the school did an amaz-
ing play for us while the various dance groups did a 
show for us and the singing group gave a lovely con-
cert.  We then got a stroll through the quaint town 
and got to visit inside the church.  Dinner, dancing 
and an amazingly fun and friendly evening took 
place.  An exciting highlight was when a bridal party 
crashed the dance and everybody got up and danced 
several traditional Hungarian dances together.  It 
was truly an evening to remember.

Sunday, June 19th
Today was a dreary, damp day that seemed to aid in 
the solemn atmosphere of the stop at Mohacs.  It was 
a beautifully done wreath-laying ceremony and we 
all wanted to run after the wreath as it traveled down 
the Danube River.  It really signi! ed how much the 
Donauschwaben endured as well as how far they 
truly traveled.

We then loaded up and headed to Babarc for their 
anniversary celebration.  We started with a trip up 
the hill to church for a beautiful Mass.  I loved the 
hymns and wish I had the words to the ones the 
“Father” rewrote creating hymns speci! c to the 
Donauschwaben from melodies that were familiar to 
everyone.  He even played an accordion to accom-
pany the songs.

Back down the hill to the clubhouse and a wonderful 
afternoon and evening of friendship, dancing, drink 
and food.  The hour long show the dance group did 
was outstanding and I wish I had recorded that show 
to just watch over and over again.  We eventually 
were ushered inside to a sit down meal with the 
Babarc Tanzgruppe and then the band ! red up for 

an energetic evening of dancing.  It was sad to say 
good-bye as we had hosted the dance group in Cin-
cinnati and knew several of the performers.

Monday, June 20th
Today we split up as a group.  My group spent the 
morning dancing with Judit Mausz.  She had us do 
a truly “show” type dance where you enter with 
a waltz, do some singing, there is a group dance, 
another song, a big circle polka and a ! nal song.  It 
was quite an amazing production and I can see how 
we could use it and have several of our dance groups 
performing.

The afternoon was one of the most amazing, as we 
spent it singing with a group of men known as the 
Wemender Quartett.  They are a type of “barber-
shop” quartett as far as the harmony and expression 
goes.  They have spent a lot of time rounding up 
traditional folk songs from various Donauschwaben 
areas.  They gave us a song book with the words and 
a CD with all the music and them singing.  I can’t 
wait to use these songs at home.

We played a very fun game in the late afternoon.  It 
was a cross between a scavenger hunt and a game 
show.  We had to follow arrows drawn on the side-
walk with chalk.  These arrows led us around Har-
kany and there were stops that asked us questions 
about Donauschwaben history, people, and language.  
Cincinnati had 2 teams and both teams did very 
well.  We came in third and fourth#  I learned a lot 
and knew more than I thought.

Tuesday, June 21st
This morning’s lessons were a presentation by Herr 
Jerger.  He taught us about  all the memorials and 
why there needed to be memorials to the Donaus-
chwaben.  Then Franz Heilig spoke on the true 
history of the Donauschwaben.  I am glad these men 
kept their presentations to about an hour each.  They 
know a LOT of information, but it was almost too 
much to hear and remember at one time.  It was also 
dif! cult to listen as I did not know enough German 
to keep up.  Luckily Robert Filippi was translating, 
but it was a slow process.  I learned a lot and I know
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the Jugend did too because they were talking about 
things that they hadn’t known before, and asking 
questions about things that didn’t make sense.

We spent the afternoon learning a dance from the 
Babarc leader/choreographer Eva Treitz.  It was 
one of the dances I loved from the show on Sunday 
– “Mach dir einen Schönen Tag.”  She was really 
prepared as she gave us a notebook with 2 DVD’s , 
the dance steps written out, the words to the songs 
written out and 4 pages of musical notes.

Ed and I went out to dinner with a group of the older 
people and had a great time getting to know them.  
Anna picked the spot and we had quite a long walk 
across Harkany to a little island and a restaurant with 
a cabana theme.  It was a delicious “! sh” restaurant 
I believe.

Wednesday, June 22nd
Today was an amazing day……a trip to Serbia via 
Croatia.  The TV crew was with us again today.  We 
spent a long time at the memorial in Gakowo.   We 
had a bit of a history lesson as well as a few thought 
provoking words and a moment of prayer and si-
lence.  Very tough to see and think about, very hard 
to leave.  We traveled on to a second memorial site, 
but didn’t have the opportunity to get very close due 
to time constraints.  We continued on to a marvelous 
lunch at a 19th century estate that had been turned 
into an upscale restaurant.  We were given the royal 
treatment and it was a delicious meal.

We went on to tour the city of Sombor which was 
clean and beautiful, however severely depressed.  
The town hall and local Catholic church were an 
amazing treat to see; especially the oversized paint-
ing of Prinz Eugene in battle.

The biggest surprise on the trip was a visit to the 
Sombor Donauschwaben Haus known as Deutscher 
Verein St. Gerhard.  The pride Tony Beck had for 
this place was quite evident and if I am not mis-
taken, Ed and I have received an invite from both 
Stefan and Tony to be the ! rst American Donaus-
chwaben group to come perform for this club. 

Thursday, June 23rd
This morning we were broken into 2 different 
groups.  The group that stayed upstairs worked with 
Judit Mausz again.  She had just as much energy 
and a totally new 3 part dance that again involved 3 
songs.  We all worked hard and laughed a lot to try 
to learn it.  At the end of the morning she presented 
all the participants with a notebook that contained 
CD’s, music, words to all the songs she had taught 
us and written out steps for all the choreography.  It 
will be a very useful piece of information.

The group that went downstairs learned how to braid 
hair the very traditional way with 5 pieces of hair.  
Anna Fernbach taught this.  She also showed this 
group how to do that tatting at the bottom of shawls.  
The girls were very excited to show me these things, 
and were still practicing on the bus as we went to 
Grossnarad that afternoon.

Words cannot even express how fascinating the trip 
to the fabric dyer was.  As you walked through the 
gate to his yard, it was like being transformed to 
another place.  This elderly gentleman had trans-
formed his property into a mini factory.  Here he 
created intricate patterns, printed the fabric, dyed it 
that deep vivid blue color, dried and stretched it and 
then sold it.  We saw everything, including some of 
the machines working.  I wish someone in the group 
had taken the time to translate some of what he was 
saying for us.  I only caught bits his story.

We left and traveled a short distance to Boly and 
were invited into a gentleman’s garden.  He was one 
of the happiest, friendliest, proudest men I have ever 
met.  The purpose of this stop was to see what a real 
Donauschwaben yard/house would be like.  We saw 
his orchards in the back, learned about his wine and 
schnapps making and had a nice visual experience 
of his house (even though we didn’t really go in.)  A 
few in the group were lucky enough to get to go into 
the cellar.

The ! nal stop tonight was to the Weinkeller der 
Familie Roth for a dinner.  Again, you could imme-
diately tell how proud the family was of their vine-
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yards, wine cellar and restaurant by the way they 
spoke and showed things off.  It was very interest-
ing and the wine cellar itself was huge.  The food 
was very traditional Donauschwaben with goose 
liver and bread as an appetizer.  We got to try 6 or 
7 different types of wine.  The dinner was huge and 
served family-style.  There was plenty of time for 
singing and dancing after dinner and everyone was 
very relaxed.

Friday, June 24th
This is the day many of us were waiting for, al-
though none of us knew quite what to expect.  Wow, 
what a day it turned out to be.

We started the day with a speaker who was a teacher 
from Pecs.  She presented a lesson on the supersti-
tions and traditions of the Donauschwaben.  It was 
really amazing to learn much of the old folklore.  
She ended by sharing several videos her students had 
made as class projects.  One was a sad commentary 
on the old arranged marriages, while the other was a 
funny one of a young man who proposes and the girl 
imagines him at all these jobs and none of them are 
good enough for her BUT she marries him anyhow 
out of love.

This got us in the mood for the trip to Wemender 
and the wedding we will get to see.  This wedding 
was so well done and everyone learned so much.  I 
believe it was the highlight of the trip.  We saw how 
the bride got dressed.  We marched with the Blas-
kapelle from the groom’s house to the bride’s house 
and then through the town to the church.  We had 
traditional wedding cake and did the traditional wed-
ding dances outside the church.  We drank home-
made schnapps, ate, sang and danced the night away 
with the Cleveland group, since they were staying in 
Saar.  It was nice to see friends from around the area 
that we had been getting to know during the evening 
as well.  The preparation this city did was amazing.  
They left no detail out and spared no energy to make 
it a memorable day.

Saturday, June 25th
Luckily we got to sleep in since it was another late 

night.  Today we spent the day in Pecs.  It is a glori-
ous old city.  We started at the Lenau Haus and had 
a tour of the city, led by Zoltan Schmidt.  He was a 
wealth of knowledge about the history of his city.  
Pecs was started by the Romans, over run by Turks, 
the Hapsburgs sent down Schwowe and the area 
was renamed Fünfkirchen because of the number 
of churches.  It was obvious why Pecs was named a 
world culture center for 2010.  We had a lot of free 
time after the tour to eat a relaxing lunch and do a 
lot of power shopping.

That evening we walked about 3 KM to Restaurant 
Katerina for another very traditional meal.  Our 
group completely ! lled the restaurant and we all sat 
at individual tables.  After the meal, Hasi pulled out 
his accordion and we did a lot of singing and truly 
enjoyed our time together.  It was our chance to say 
good-bye to the ladies from Brazil as they left the 
group Sunday morning.

Sunday, June 26th
We were on the bus by 8 AM for the adventure of 
a lifetime.  We traveled to Liptod, past scenes and 
towns we were now very familiar with.  Liptod is 
truly at the end of the world, as the road ends at a 
! e ld that turns into a forest.  It was as if time had 
stopped in the town and everything was as it was 
prior to WWII.  The townspeople greeted us with 
schnapps and onion bread and then it was down to 
work butchering a pig.  Everyone who wanted to 
could have a part in doing things:  cutting up the pig, 
making sausage, rolling cabbage rolls, and baking 
strudel from scratch.  Everything was done on site in 
their community center. 

We had an amazing lunch and then hiked up the 
hill for a tour of their private wine cellars.  It was 
an amazing sight and a very peaceful experience.  
Many of us walked around the town taking it all in 
and were overwhelmed with the friendliness of the 
people. One family invited us into their barnyard and 
took us through the barn showing us their animals.  
Another woman told us to go pick the fruit in her 
orchard and enjoy it…….plums and cherries……de-
licious##  One lady wanted to kill a chicken and give
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it to Eddie##  We went to see a learning lager that they have created for school experiences and day camps 
for children.  We were also taken to a piece of property where the barn has been turned into an art museum 
for local artists.  They had a lot of amazing original pieces for sale.

Dinner that evening was the cabbage rolls, sausage and studel.  Again there was singing as a way of relax-
ing and one ! nal surprise.  A group of “friendly monsters” showed up to try to steal the sausage.  They were 
people from Babarc who were dressed up in fun costumes.  Apparently this is a local tradition between the 
various Donauschwaben villages in the area.  It was quite an entertaining way to say good-bye to a lot of 
friends we had made in just a short period of time.

Monday, June 27th
We gathered one last time in the meeting room and had another fantastic poem from Anna.  We were then 
introduced to another teacher from the area who had brought everything to make corn husk dolls.  This was 
a fascinating process and everyone was completely engaged and working hard.  Each person went home 
with a corn husk they had made.  What a great activity to use with the kindergruppes back home.

We had the afternoon to ourselves to shop and pack.  We loaded onto the bus and headed to Fuhle Muhle 
Csardas which was a beautiful Donauschwaben restaurant for one last evening together.  Again the food was 
served family style and was more than you could ever imagine eating, (BUT WE DID).  There was a tradi-
tional Schwowe band there with some men we recognized from other activities.  We danced the night away 
and our Jugendgruppe performed a Schuhplattler or 2 that we do at home in shows.  Tonight we had to say 
good-bye to the girl’s from Chicago as their plane was leaving very early in the morning.  It was a lovely 
way to spend time together one last night.

***************************************************************************************

Please send  donations to:

Danube Swabian Foundation, USA
c/o Shawn Dangel, Treasurer

3975 Carrie Ave.
Cincinnati, Ohio  45211

All Donations fully tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. 
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Remodel – Rebuil d - Repair  

& Restora tio n 
 

Mik e Grub e – Club Member  
248 -709 -1152  

 
Licensed & Insured  

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

To create a useful, enjoyable and harmonious environment 
within customers’ homes. 

 

Quality Statement 
To exceed and satisfy the customers’ expectations both in 

craftsmanship and timeliness of each project. 
 

·  Kit chens ·  Bat hro oms  
·  Baseme nts  ·  Addi tio ns 
·  Decks  ·  Car pen try  
·  Han dym an  ·  Ins ura nce Repai rs  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Vis it us at  - ren ova tel lc. com  
 

FREE ESTIM ATE S 
 

Men tio n t his  ad  an d r eceive  
10% off  an y p roj ect  ov er $15 00 d olla rs  

· Quality 
· Reliable 
· Experienced 
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3 Bedrooms
2 Bath

116’ Lake fr ontage
Sandy beach

Wir eless Internet
Close to Gaylord Golf Mecca

Close to snowmobile trai ls

Great Northern Rentals, PO Box 843, Gaylord, Michigan 
49734

Call 231-546-2028 or 877-546-2028
Fax 231-647-6000

www.greatnorthernrentals.com

Han k H all er Ens emb le  
Ger man Compac t D isc ’s  

Enjoy Your Musical Heritage 
• HT-4113  Oktoberfest  
• HT-4118  Bavarian Button Box with  the 

Crooked River Button Box Club 
• HT-4149  Swiss Button Box Polkas 
• HT-4101  Bavarian Beer Garden Polkas (Vocals 

by Ken Umeck & Hank Haller)  
• HT-4102  Hank Haller at Alpenland (Vocals by 

Ken Umeck & Hank Haller) 
• HT-4122  Popa, The Old Accordion Man 
• HT-4117  Sugar Creek Swiss Festival 

 

Hank Haller Enterprises, Inc. 

27672 Royal Forest Dr. 

Westlake, OH 44145 

TEL:  440-835-4407 

http://hankhaller.webs.com 

ALL  CD’S $15.00 EACH (I NCL UDES SHIPPIN G) 

* SPECIAL*  BUY 3, GET 1 FREE 
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Specializing in 
Residential Cleaning and Organizing

Party Clean Up

Daughter of Hilda Lorbach

               NEWSLETTER ADVERTISERS AND SPONSORS
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The Clockworks, Inc., owned and operated by Joseph P. 
Kuechle, carr ies a full line of clock parts and offers clock 

and watch appraisals on site or at home (by appointment).

We have been working with clocks and watches since 1971, 
and we pride ourselves on providing customers with the best-
quality  craftsmanship and personal servi ce. You can order 

from us using our online catalog, order over the phone, or visit
our retail location.

www.clockworks-inc.com

The Clockworks Inc. * 8385 Old 13 Mile Rd. * Warren, MI * USA * 48093 
Phone: (800) 574-9421 Fax: (800) 574-2671

Tuesday – Fri day:  10 AM – 4:30 PM, Satur day 10 AM – 3 PM

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 

10% OFF REPAIRS 

20% OFF CLOCKS ON INVENTORY
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