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Die Heimat Carpathia Vereins Nachrichten

Babarc  Dancegroup from Hungary!
By Michelle Egger

On August 18th, Eva Treitz and the Babarc dancegroup from Hungary made their way to 
Detroit from Cleveland.  Upon their arrival at Carpathia, a wonderful lunch was waiting for 
them along with all of the host families. A few glasses of beer and some Jaegermesiter’s 
were enjoyed by all while getting to know each other.  After lunch, the host families took 
their guests home for a little bit of rest, some went shopping, swimming and some even had 
coffee and cake.  

That evening it was back to the Carpathia Club for a Kommaradschaft Abend!   Music was 
played by our favorites – Herbie and Herbie (Langegger and Unger).  New friends were 
made and a wonderful time was had by all.

Tuesday morning it was off to downtown Detroit with our own Tour Guide, Gary Istock.  
They traveled to the Edsel Ford House, Belle Isle, Downtown Detroit and Comerica Park.  
It was a beautiful summer day and our guests learned a lot about our city!   After the tour, 
the  bus came back to the club where the dancegroup  prepared for their performance.

The hall was packed with over 350 people to watch the performance of the group.  We 
started off with a wonderful goulash dinner with spaetzle and homemade Kaes’strudel for 
desert.  When the program started everybody settled into their seats for a wonderful per-
formance with beautiful dancing and singing.  Every step and every turn were always in 
sync.  The program lasted for over two hours and at the end, the group leader Frau Eva 
Treitz thanked everybody for watching the program and thanked the club for everything we 
did for them.  She then gave John Huth, Jr., Mike Talan, and Michelle Egger some small 
gifts from the group for the two beautiful days they had in Sterling Heights at the Carpathia 
Club.   Eva then invited everybody onto the dance " oor to dance the Czardas together.  The 
Vagabonds played for our dancing pleasure the rest of the night.  It truly was a beautiful 
evening and many new friends were made with this wonderful group from Babarc!

Early Wednesday morning the group boarded the bus and headed to Chicago.  But it was 
not goodbye – for we would be seeing them all again in Cleveland over Labor Day Week-
end at the Landestrachtenfest. 

I personally would like 
to thank everybody who 
helped me out with this 
wonderful event,  especial-
ly the families who housed 
our guests, I couldn’t have 
done it without you!
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Carpathia Untergruppen

 2008 Newsletter Staff

 Chris Pesta, Newsletter Copy Editor

 Monica Forest - Fliers

 Anna Marie Tittjung - Advertising

 Tony Matye, Cyndi & Elmar Seubert - Photography 

and 

Many Thanks to the People who Write the Articles

Submit Comments, Requests, or Articles to ccpesta@aol.com

INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN THE FUN AT 
CARPATHIA  CLUB 

To become a member of Carpathia is so easy.  The 
requirements are:

• To be of good reputation

• To be above the age of 18 years

• To be of German descent, offspring, or 
married to a qualifying individual 

• To be sponsored by an active member

Membership forms are available on line at www.
carpathiaclub.com and are also available at the Club 
of# ce. At the time of admission, there is a yearly fee of 
$40 per member ages 18 – 61 and $35 for age 62 and 
older, plus a one-time processing fee of $5.00.

Please feel free to contact me either by phone or e-mail.  
586-286- 4535 or krseiberling@wideopenwest.com. 

Thank you,

Ruth Seiberling, Membership Chairperson 

Ladies / Frauengruppe
Leiterin:  Frau Irene Dietz
586-752-6265

Soccer / Fussballgruppe
Leiter:  Herr Kurt Seiberling
Jugend/Youth
Herren/Seniors
Alte Herren/O-30/O-40
Dammen/Womans Seniors
586-286-4535

Hunters / Jägergruppe
Leiter:  Herr Tom Forest
Hunting / Trap Shooting
586-781-4505

Senior / Rentnergruppe
Leiterin:  Frau Anna Fellinger
586-781-5685

Head School Teacher / Schule
Leiterin:  Frau Irene Dietz
586-752-6265

Youth Group / Jungendruppe
Leiterin:  Frau Monica Prybula
Kinder/Childrens Group
Jugend/Youth Group
248-650-8582

Kulturgruppe
Leiterin:  Frau Jennifer Blasius
586-738-5005 or donaudancers@sbcglobal.net

Choir / Chor
Leiterin:  Frau Resi Olsavsky
586-574-1146

Carpathia Club Inc. is a Danube Swabian 
cultural alliance.  Carpathia is dedicated 
to the preservation and proliferation of 
German culture through song, ethnic 
dance, traditions, customs, athletic ac-
tivities, and the development of German 
language skills.
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Another summer has come and gone.  I sometimes wonder where all the time goes, but then it comes to 
me; your married, have three kids, you work a full time job, coach soccer, and yes you are the President of 
Carpathia.  The true reality of it is there is no time.  I just jump from one thing to the next.  So enough of my 
babbling and onto the next item on my list; writing another newsletter article.

I’m always amazed at how fast our world changes today.  In the not too distant past, change was measured 
in decades, then it changed to years, then to months, then to days, and now it seems like hours.  Our society 
went from talking face to face with a neighbor, to on the phone, to the cell phone, to text messaging.  We 
have gone from being set for life when you worked for companies like General Motors and Ford to not 
knowing when you are next on the list to be laid off.  We went from everyone learning English, no matter 
where you came from, to now you have to press one on the phone if you want to hear the message in Eng-
lish.  I personally # nd it hard to believe how all this change is better, but also know if you don’t keep up 
then you can # nd yourself in the same situation as the U.S. Auto industry.

Just look at all the cultural clubs that are no longer in existence within the Detroit area.  How many of our 
German Club’s have come and gone?  I don’t know all their histories, but I’ve heard enough to develop my 
own opinion as to why they didn’t make it and in most cases they forgot two basic things.  The # rst is to 
change along the way.  I’m not talking about forgetting about your culture, I’m talking about changing the 
way they operated their clubs.  The second, and maybe even more important, they forgot to bring along the 
next generations.  A club or organization will not survive if you don’t teach and educate the next generation 
to take over.

So why is this important?  I believe that we are about to enter into one of the most challenging economic 
times since the depression.  To further complicate things the next generations have many more pulls against 
their time and money.  We are fortunate at Carpathia to have a good group of the next generation actively 
involved.  I’m a # rm believer that we need to continue to do more and more for them to keep more and more 
of them involved.

To further complicate things at Carpathia, there is a strong undercurrent of people that just are not willing 
to change the way we operate the business side of the Club.  There is also a mindset in many people, not all, 
but de# nitely many, of entitlement.  The Merriam-Webster Dictionary de# nes entitlement as follows:  “be-
lief that one is deserving of or entitled to certain privileges”.  This is a slippery slope and I hope people start 
to realize that entitlement, like politics, doesn’t belong in a Club.

In closing, I want to thank everyone for their support of the Club.  I hope each of you has a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year.

John Huth, Jr.
President of Carpathia

Carpathia News Article
November 07, 2008
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UP COMING EVENTS AT CARPATHIA CLUB
call Maria Dosenberger at 586-822-2366 or email:  mdosenberger@comcast.net for ticket information

Kicker’s Banquet (Saturday, December 13th)

Fröhliche Weihnacht überall (Monday, December 15th)
Dinner starts at 6:00 PM.  Show starts at 7:30 PM
Price:  $28 Members, $32 Non-Members 

Club Members Christmas Party (Sunday, December 21st)
Starts at 2:00 PM  

New Years Eve Party (Wednesday, December 31st)
Hors d’ oeuvres at 6:00 PM.  Dinner starts at 7:00 PM
Price:  Member - $65.00, Non-Member $75.00
Price Includes : Hors d’oeuvres, Dinner, Midnight Buffet, Open Bar, Champagne Toast and 
Party Favors.
Music by Enzian

Kicker’ s Youth Banquet (Saturday, January 3rd and 10th)

Trachtenfest (Saturday, January 17th)
Schlachtfest Dinner starts at 6:30 PM
Price:  $18 Member, $20 Non-Member
Music by Rheinlander

Königsball (Saturday, Febraury 14th)
Dinner Time:  TBD
Price:  TBD
Music by Spass
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It is very important that we have a successful and traditional Trachtenfest next year, on January 17, 2009.  
Previous years we have had many guests and models that have always been proud and grateful for the 
event.  Even now that some of us are older, we must share our traditions with the younger generations and 
once again take pride in our heritage.  We would like to invite you to participate in next year’s Trachtenfest.  
If you, or someone from your family, cannot participate directly, please consider loaning your Tracht to a 
fellow Club Member.  We promise that your Tracht will be treated with the utmost respect and care, and re-
turned to you promptly.  This is an important occasion that will showcase the fashion history of our cultural 
past, before it is lost forever,

Thank you,

Adam Medel
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2009 Events at Carpathia
Dates and events are subject to change - 

Please contact Carpathia Club for latest information or go to www.carpathiaclub.com.

Date
January 3, 2009
January 10, 2009
January 17, 2009
February 14, 2009
February 15, 2009
March 14, 2009
March 22, 2009
March 26, 2009
March 28, 2009
May 16, 2009
May 17, 2009
May 22-24, 2009
June 19, 2009
June 20, 2009
June 21, 2009
July 25, 2009
September 4, 2009
September 5, 2009
September 6, 2009
September 12, 2009
September 16, 2009
September 20, 2009
October 10, 2009
October 18, 2009
October 24, 2008
November 14, 2009
December 12, 2009
December 20, 2009
December 31, 2009

Event
Kickers Yth Banquet
Kickers Yth Banquet
Trachtenfest
Konigsball
General Membership Meeting
Jager Banquet
Frauengruppe Card Party
German Spring Show
Michigan Saengerbezirk Kommers 
Choir & Frauen Banquet
Maifest
Donau Soccer Tournament
Germanfest
Germanfest
Fathers Day
Retro Dance - Kulturegruppe
Landestreffen
Landestreffen
Landestreffen
Jugend Abend
Fashion Show - Frauengruppe
1/2 Year Membership Meeting
Hunters Kingsball
Senior Card Party
Weinlesefest
Kirchweih
Kickers Banquet
Carpathia Christmas Party
New Year’s Eve Party

Carpathia is hosting 3 huge events next year, the Donau Soccer Tournament (May 22-24), Germanfest-Fa-
ther’s Day Weekend (June 19-21) and the Landestreffen (September 4-6).  Club member help and participa-
tion is essential in order to make all these events successful.  If interested in volunteering with a committee, 
please contact the Carpathia front of# ce.
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Carpathia Club News

Carpathia Hall Receive New Chairs

Did you notice the last time you were at the hall 
for # sh fry or club function that the chairs were 
more comfortable?  Carpathia Club took delivery 
of new chairs for the main hall on October 13.  
Carpathia Club would like to thank those who 
helped unload and unpack the new chairs:  Adam 
& Kimmy Schwager, Kurt Seiberling Jr. Andy 
Klein, Bill Fellinger, Manfred Proffer, Frank & 
Chris Kemmer, Maria Dosenberger, Karen Beat-
tie and Angelo Zarantonello from Schwabischer 
Mannerchor.

KITCHEN HELP WANTED

Carpathia Club is investigating bringing back 
Wednesday afternoon lunches.  In order to do so, the 
Club is seeking a cook to prepare and serve the meals.  
If interested, please contact the Club front of# ce.

BAR TENDERS WANTED

Carpathia Club is seeking bar tenders for the Mem-
bership Bar.  If interested, please contact John Huth 
at johnhuth@wowway.com.
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The choir had a very enjoyable summer vacation.  We took a nice trip to Stratford, Ontario, on June 26th to 
see the stage play “Music Man”.  It was a lovely day and we had a very enjoyable bus ride.

The choir started back in September and we diligently practiced for the Oktoberfest held in downtown De-
troit at the historic St. Joseph Church.  The choir members thoroughly enjoyed it.   Many of the other choirs 
also performed and then we all sang together at the end.  It was a beautiful day and good food was served 
and music was played for everyone’s enjoyment.

The choir is now practicing for the Christmas season.  We will be singing at St. Peters Lutheran Church 
in Warren on December 7 at their 11:00AM service.  We will also be singing at the Historic St. Joseph’s 
Church in Detroit on Christmas morning.

We welcome everyone to come and sing with us.  We practice on Tuesday evening’s at 7:30 PM from now 
until the end of May.  We are happy to announce that we have a new tenor singing with us by the name of 
Angelo Zarantonello, he is truly an asset to our choir. “Welcome Angelo!”

We are sorry to announce that our President Resi Olsavky took a bad fall and broke her wrist and had to 
have surgery, we wish her a speedy recovery.  We will all miss her!

Franz Dosenberger

Carpathia Choir

Rentner

Die Cardparty im Oktober war wieder gut besucht und ein guter Erfolg.  Ich moechte mich bei allen Senio-
ren fuer die Kuchen – und Tombala Preise bedanken.  Und vor allem bei denen die in der Kueche so " eissig 
geholfen haben und diejenigen die Kipfeln gebacken haben.  „Herzlichen Dank“.

Unsere Weihnachtsfeier ist am Dienstag den 16 Dezember.  Ihr seid alle recht herzlich eingeladen.  

Ich wuensche allen „ein gesegnetes Weihnachtsfest und ein gesundes Neuse Jahr“.

Eure Anni Fellinger
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Schule

Die Carpathia Wochendschule hat wieder im September angefangen.  Der Unterricht ist Freitags und be-
ginnt um 7 pm bis um 9 pm.  Zuerst moechte ich die Lehrerinnen fuer das neue Schuljahr vorstellen:  Elke 
Becker, Ingrid Wasserbaech und Irene Dietz.  Die Aushilfslehrerinnen sind Kirsten Renaud, Kathi Steiner 
und Georgeta Lemeni.

Unsere Schueler und Schuelerinnen lernen nicht nur die deutsche Sprache sondern sie werden auch vertraut 
gemacht mit unserer Kultur und Gebraeuchen.  Das Lernen soll Spass und Freude machen.  Es ist wichtig 
das unsere Schueler regelmaessig zur Schule kommen.  Leider haben wir nur zwei Unterrichtsstunden und 
immer ein volles Programm.  Ich muss sagen ab und zu hoere ich von frueheren Schueler wir haben in der 
Carpathia Wochendschule doch viel gelernt, das Freud natuerlich so etwas zu hoeren.  Es ist wichtig fuer 
den spaetern Beruf wenn man mehrer Sprachen beherrscht.  

Wie heisst es:  Was Haenschen nicht lernt; 
  lernt Hans nimmermehr.

Am 21.Dezember ist unsere Vereins-Weihnachtsfeier (2 pm).  Die Schule wird sich auch wieder mit einem 
Programm beteiligen.  Ende November werden die Schueler und Schuelerinnen wieder Lieder und Gedichte 
lernen.  Der Weihnachtsmann wird auch wieder kommen und nur die lieben und braven Kinder bescheren.

Der 1.Schultag in 2009 ist am 9.Januar.

Im Namen der Lehrerinnen moechte ich allen eine recht froehliche Weihnachtszeit und ein gesundes und 
gesegnetes Jahr 2009 wuenschen.

Irene Dietz

Die Lehrerinnen fuer das neue Schuljahr, 2008-2009
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Advent

Es treibt der Wind im Winterwalde
die Flockenherde wie ein Hirt,
und manche Tanne ahnt, wie balde
sie fromm und lichterheilig wird,
und lauscht hinaus.  Den weissen Wegen 
streckt sie die Zweige hin-bereit,
und wehrt dem Wind und waechst entgegen
der eine Nacht der Herrlichkeit.

Rainer Maria Rilke

Weihnacten

Baeume leuchtend, Baeume blendend,
ueberall das Suesse spendend,
in dem Glanze sich bewegend,
alt und junges Herz erregend,
solch ein Fest ist uns bescheret,
mancher Gaben Schmuck verehret;
staunend schaun wir auf und nieder
hin und her und immer wieder.

Johnann Wolfgaang von Goethe

Christkind

Das einst ein Kind auf Erden war,
Christkindlein kommt noch jedes Jahr.

Kommet vom hohen Sternenzelt.
freut und begluecket alle Welt!

Mit Kindern feiert’s froh den Tag,
wo Christkind in der Grippe lag.

Den Christbaum zuendet’s ueberall,
weckt Orgelklang und Glockenschall.

Christkindlein kommt zu Arm und Reich,
die Guten sind ihm alle glecich.

Peter Cornelius

Zu Neujahr

Wil l das Glueck nach seinem Sinn
dir was Gutes schenken,
sag dank und nimm es hin
ohne viel Bedenken.
Jede Gabe sei gegruesst,
doch vor allen Dingen
Das, worum du dich bemuehst
moege dir gelingen.

Wilhelm Busch

Weihnachtsbaeumlein

Es war einmal ein Taennlein
mit braunen Kuchenherzlein
und Glitzergold und Aepfel fein
und vielen bunten Kerzelein;
Das war am Weihnachtsfest so gruen,
als # ng es eben an zu bluehn.

Weihnachten

Markkt und Strassen stehn verlassen,
still erleuchtet jedes Haus,
Sinned geh ich durch die Gassen,
alles sieht so festlich aus.

An den Fenstern haben Frauen
buntes Spielzeug fromm geschmueckt;
tausend Kindlein stehn und schauen,
sind so wunder schoen beglueckt.

Und ich wand’re aus den Mauren
bis hinaus ins freie Feld,
hehres Glaenzen, heil ’ges Schauern!
Wie so weit und still die Welt!

Sterne hoch die Kreise schlingen
aus des Schness Einsamkeit
steight’s wie wuderbares Singen -:
O du gnadenreiche Zeit!

Joseph von Eichendorff
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Ob sportlich, elegant, modisch:  das Mode Haus 
Derss Barn ist vielseitig und hat fuer jede Figur 
oder jedes Alter etwas zur Auswahl.  Es war ein 
grossartiger Erfolg.  Zum Schluss wurde noch viele 
nette Preise verlost.  

Hiermit moechte ich mich bei allen Frauen herzlich 
bedanken die so tuechtig mit geholfen haben und 
nicht zuvergessen ein Dankschoen an unsere Mod-
ele.

Frauengruppe

Wenn die Baumspitzen im September in praechtigen 
Farben gelb, orange, rot, und braun sich verfaerben, 
dann veranstalltet die Frauengruppe ihre alljaehrige 
Fashion Show.  Wie in den letzten Jahren das Mode-
haus Dress Barn in Rochester stellte die schoensten 
Herbst – und Wintermoden zur Verfuegung.  Ein 
perfekter Nachmittag mit Freunden und Bekannten zu 
verbringen.

Nach einer kurzen Begruessung von Leiterin Irene 
Dietz wurde ein schmackhafter Lunch serveirt; es 
gab zartes und saftig – ausgebackenes Huehner# let, 
gebackene Kartoffeln mit Kraeutern, Salat, Gemuese 
und leckeren hausgebackenen Zwetschenkuchen als 
Nachtisch.

Dann wurde der Laufsteg fuer die Fashion Show 
freigegeben und Assistant Manager und Kommenta-
torin „Dalia“ stellte jeweils die einzelnen Moden vor.  
11 Damen der Frauengruppe modelierten die neusten 
Moden fuer diese Saison.

Strech-Jeans, fuer Freizeit ein grosser Hit, und sie 
sind in den Farben braun, blau und schwarz mit 
modischer kontrastfarbiger Stickerrei an dem Hosen-
bein und fuenf Pocketform zu haben.  Dazu wurden 
Jeansjacken oder metallicfarbene Jacken aus Kunst-
faser getragen.  Als Naechstes wurde Buerokleidung 
vorgestellt.  Der „Bleistiftrock“ ganz eng fuer die sch-
lanke Figur und ein Bahnenrock, die lockere Weite, 
vorteilhaft fuer die etwas vollschlankere Dame.  Ein 
klassischer Blazer, Kurzmantel, Loden – oder Tweed-
jacken in herrlichen Herbstfarben mit modischen 
grossen Zierknoepfen wurde dazu getragen.  Auch 
Hosenanzuege sind wieder populaer.  Zum Grand# -
nal wurde „After 5“ , „Party Kleidung“ und Aben-
dgaderobe gezeigt.  Romatisch und verspielt in den 
Farben schwarz und weiss, metallfarbige Oberteile 
mit Bolero und Tops mit Paletten; in „Lila“ die Farbe 
der Saison und dazu die passende Schiffon Hose oder 
einen langen oder kurzen Rock aus seidigem Mate-
rial.  „Einfach schick.“  

Rueckblick:

Frau Katharina Keil, ein Grundungdmitglied der 
Frauengruppe feierte im Juni im Kreise ihrer Fami-
lie ihren 80igsten Geburtstag.  Kathi ist besonders 
Stolz auf ihre kleine Enkelin Cosette.  Kathi wurde 
in Zemun bei Belgrad geboren.  Im Jahre 1952 kam 
sie mit ihrem Mann nach Amerika.  Wir wuenschen 
dir noch viele, viele gesunde Jahre.
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Rueckblick:

Im September machte die Frauengruppe einen Mini-Urlaub zum Soaring Eagle Casino, Little River Casino 
und Houghton Lake.  Schon frueh am Morgen wurden wir am Carpathia Clubhaus abgeholt.  Der erste Stop 
war Soaring Eagle.  Hier konnten alle ihr Glueck an den Spielautomaten versuchen.  Nach einigen Stunden 
ging es dann weiter.  Wer weiss, vielleicht war der Geldbeutel auch schon etwas leichter geworden?  Dann 
fuhren wir weiter zum Little River Casino.  Hier bekamen wir unser Quartier.

Alle waren sehr ueberrascht ueber die schoenen und grossen Hotelzimmer.  Einige hatten auch einen Bal-
kon.  Zwischen Hotel und Casino war ein pompoeser Wintergarten angelegt mit kleinen Baechlein " eiessent 
und Wasserfaelle umgeben die mit Bruecken verbunden waren, ganz romatisch.  Das Hotel ist mit wunder-
schoen kunstvollen Mosaik-Gemaelden und herrlichen Wand-Teppiche dekoriert.  Und in dem Kultur-Kor-
ridor sind Schmuckstuecke, Tonarbeiten  und Holzschitzereinen der Indianer (Native American) ausgestellt.  
Um 6pm traf man sich dann im Restaurant „The Wil lows“.  Da wir so eine grosse Gruppe waren mussten 
wir in zwei Schichten essen.  Also, die grossen Gambler waren die Ersten, denn sie wollten ja so bald wie 
moeglich zum Spiel-Kasino gehen.  Der Abend war ja noch jung einjeder konnte noch auf seine Kosten 
kommen.

Am naechsten Morgen, nach dem Fruehstuck, fuhren wir dann weiter nach Houghton Lake.  Hier wurden 
wir an Board der Cumberland Princess von Kapitaen Brian herzlich willkommen geheissen.  Wir machten 
eine 2 ½ stuendige Fahrt um den Houghton Lake und uns wurde ein leckerer Lunch serviert.  Dann hiess 
es aber Abschied nehmen und es ging wieder in Richtung Carpathia Club.  Alle waren sehr begeistert von 
unserem Mini-Aus" ug und sagten alles war bestens organisiert.
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Weihnachtsgruesse

Ein recht frohe Weihnachtszeit, sowie ein glueckliches und gesundes Neues Jahr

wuenscht Ihnen die Frauengruppe

Otti Amann
Leni Blasius
Kathi Dietz
Irene Dietz
Anni Fellinger
Kathi Fruhner
Helen Gassel
Resi Gerber
Kaethe Groedl 
Rosi Grusling
Anni Hammer
Marie Hammer
Klara Homann

Antonia Hansmann
Kathi Heide
Resi Huth
Kathi Keil
Anna Kemmer
Wilma Koberstein
Rosa Koehlmann
Jane Koehllhofer
Leni Kolling
Elisabeth Krause
Kathi Kirsch
Elsa Lambrecht
Maria Lorenz

Elisabeth Menrath
Katherina Novak
Elfriede Palovcki
Margaret Pelvay
Inge Pfropper
Nancy Purz
Elisabeth Rebh
Helga Reinhardt
Katherine Schaefer
Hilde Schmid
Marie Schmidt
Resie Schneider
Kaethe Schuh

Kathy Schuck
Ste#  Shultz
Karin Schwalbe
Kathie Schwager
Elfriede Sopfe
Maria Stefen
Elisabeth Toepfner
Irene Unsleber
Mary Ann Virchow
Anna Wunsch

Vorstand die Frauengruppe, 2008

Elisabeth Toepfner
Irene Dietz

Margaret Pelvay
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FISH FRY ANNOUNCEMENT

Cranberry and Mango Compote – By Christine Pesta

1 pound fresh cranberries, washed and cleaned
2 cups sugar
1 cup water
2 large ripe mangoes, cut in half, diced and peeled
1 tablespoon vanilla extract
¼ cup orange-" avored liqueur such as Triple Sec, Mandarine, or Grand Marnier

Combine the cranberries, sugar and water in a medium acid-resistant saucepan.  Bring to a very slow sim-
mer over medium heat.  Stir only to mix in the cranberries that rise to the top, to minimize mashing of the 
fruit.

Allow to cook until the berries become very tender and their " avor is rich and bright, about 30 minutes.

Add the mangoes, vanilla and liqueur, and return to a simmer.

Remove from the heat and transfer to a serving dish.  Refrigerate until ready to serve.  

Cooks note:  Makes a terri# c relish to add to breakfast pancakes or mix with syrup for French toast.

Makes 12 side-dish servings.

Carpathia Friday Fish Fry Schedule

The last # sh fry for 2008 is November 28.  Fish fry’s will resume on January 9th, 2009.  Menu selec-
tion for next year is yet to be determined.  The latest menu can be found at www.carpathiaclub.com. 

DATE
January 9th
January 16th
January 23rd
January 30th
February 6th
February 13th
February 20th

UNTERGRUPPEN
Chor

Frauen
Kulture Gruppe

Jaeger
Kickers

Jugend Gruppe
Senioren
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The day was perfect, the steaks were great, and 
the competition was very exiting, with several 
of the contests hinging on the last bird shot.  
When it was all over the group celebrated the 
victory of our new König, Paul Tittjung.  This is 
the second time Paul has won, and he let us all 
know he is on the “every ten years” plan.  Con-
gratulations, Paul!  The other winners from the 
day were our outgoing König, Ed Speckhardt, 
who took erste Ritter in a sudden-death shootoff 
with Jeff Ewald, who was awarded zweite Ritter.  
First Trophy went to Eric Rausch who defeated 
Second Trophy winner John Klimach, again in 
a sudden death shootoff.  Paul Homann’s score 
was good enough to win him Third Trophy.  The 
contest between the past kings, shot from the 25 
yard line, was won by John Klimach.  Finally, 
Steven Seiberling earned honors as the top junior 
shooter.  Congratulations to all of the winners of 
this year’s King Shoot.

From the Jäger…

The time of the year that all Jäger look forward to is here 
at last – fall, and the start of all of the main hunting sea-
sons.  From a hunting perspective spring and summer are 
slow months and it is great to feel the air getting colder 
and to see the frost appearing on the grass outside.

I am writing this article in the beginning of October and 
several of our members have already been successful 
during the early # rearm deer season held in Michigan this 
year.  I’d like to especially congratulate one of our Junior 
Jäger, Nick Talan, who got a beautiful 9-point buck during 
this year’s youth season.  By the time this article comes 
out the Early Archery season will be over and Firearm 
season will be underway.  Hopefully many more of our 
members will have success stories to report at our upcom-
ing Thursday meetings.  We’ll all get to bene# t from these 
successes at the Jäger Bankett wild game dinner on March 
14, 2009.

Even though they are the slower times for hunting, spring 
and summer are when our trap shooting season heats up.  
The Jäger had our second shoot against our friendly rivals 
from the Rhine Danube Sportsmen from Leamington, On-
tario.  This time the shoot was held on our own turf, at the 
trap ranges at Huron Pointe in Lenox Township.  Because 
of the dif# culties of bringing # rearms across the US – Ca-
nadian border the Jäger and the Sportsmen have an agree-
ment that the home team lets the visitors borrow shotguns 
at their home shoot.  This tends to give the home team a 
slight edge – unfortunately, this year the Jaeger were not 
able to take advantage, and Leamington beat us at our 
home shoot with our own guns!  The sting of the defeat is 
lessened by the fact that the Sportsmen are a great group 
of guys and didn’t rub in their victory (too much!).  We 
look forward to keeping up this long tradition and redeem-
ing ourselves next year.

Our most important shoot of the year, the Jäger King 
shoot, was held on September 20, also at Huron Pointe.  
This year the group had our picnic the same day, and we 
could not have asked for better weather.
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The Jäger also presented awards for the overall top 
shooters from all three matches.  This year the high 
overall honors went to Ed Speckhardt, high overall 
senior was won by Paul Tittjung, and high overall 
junior was won by Steven Seiberling.  Congratula-
tions, guys!

Recently the Jäger were glad to nominate a few 
new members into our group.  Elmar Seubert, a 
long-time member of Detroit’s Kolping group, has 
also joined the Jaeger, and we are also pleased to 
welcome Jeremy Brandelik as a new junior Jäger.  
The group now has 55 members, but more are al-
ways welcome.  If you are interested in hunting or 
shooting please contact me, or stop by one of our 
meetings, held the # rst Thursday of each month at 
the club.

In closing, the Carpathia Jäger would like to wish 
all of Carpathia happy holidays and all hunters a 
safe and successful hunting season.

Tom Forest, Jäger President.
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Carpathia Jäger Königsball 2008:  It was a ball!
By Monica Forest

This year’s Jäger Königsball was a ball in more 
ways than one.  Of course, it was an elegant ball for 
the new König and Königen with semi-formal attire 
and an upscale atmosphere.  In addition, it was also 
a ball meaning it was a great time.  

The beautifully decorated hall set the stage for the 
event which included an international wine tasting 
and a variety of savory and sweet appetizers.  Steve 
Unger donated the wine and a good idea:  open the 
wine tasting with the Jäger toasting Paul Tittjung, 
the new king.  It was a loud and fun way to kick off 
the evening.

memories and respect, it was obvious that every 
Jäger felt a quiet honor for their friends.

Beginning with a formal Jäger Einmarsch, it was 
time for the awards ceremony.  The 2008 Jäger Court 
includes König Paul Tittjung and his Königen Mag-
da, First Ritter Ed Speckhardt and his wife Monica, 
and Second Ritter Jeff Ewald and his daughter Jen-
nifer who is a good shooter in her own right.  After 
the König’s Kette, the sashes and the medals were 
awarded, Paul Tittjung explained the symbolism and 
meaning of his König’s Tafel (King’s Crest).  
 
Tom Forest thanked everyone involved in the do-
nation and preparation of the wine and appetizers.  
Thanks went to Steve Unger for the wine dona-
tion and Jeff Ewald for the venison donation, Alex 
Rausch and Monica Forest for preparing the venison 
appetizers, Bob and Betty Hammer for the cheese 
and crackers, Theresia Schneider for a delicious 
cookie assortment, Madga Tittjung for three tasty 
appetizers and Bela Frenczli for generously helping 
the Jäger prepare cuts of meat throughout the year.  A 
special thanks went to the Jägermeister company for 
their support through the years.  Finally, Tom com-
plimented the ladies in the kitchen for an excellent 
dinner including the new buffalo entree.  Everyone 
received much applause.

After a delicious buffalo and schnitzel dinner, the 
38th Annual Königsball ceremony began with 
honors, remembrances, welcomes and thanks.  
The Jäger President, Tom Forest, was the master 
of ceremonies.  He began by introducing the new 
Jäger König, Paul Tittjung and his wife, Magda.  
After a few words to honor all former Jäger Kings 
attending the event, Tom read their names and 
asked them to stand while they all received con-
siderable applause.  

Unfortunately, several past Kings are no longer 
with us, so Tom read each of their names and the 
years they were king.  When he spoke so sincerely 
about honoring the previous kings and fallen 
Jäger, Tom touched everyone’s heart.  With
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Between dancing and the raf" e, the night never 
slowed down.  The Tradewinds are a fun band and 
had the dance " oor moving the whole night.  Of 
course, the Jäger added their share of music when 
they serenaded the hall with all sorts of songs from 
the bar.  Eric Rausch, the raf" e MC, was lively 
and witty as usual.  How does he make listening to 
numbers so entertaining?  And Bob Hammer sure 
takes it literally when the audience tells him shake 
it up.  He had that tumbula on the move!  After a 
fun evening, we # nally got the hint when the lights 
went out.  It was time to leave, but not necessar-
ily time to go home.  Friends always # nd a way 
to hang out and laugh and talk the night away. 

The Jäger Königsball is a time to celebrate a 
new king and have fun with friends.  Friend-
ship is the heart of this event.  Friendship 
turned this evening into a ball.  

In case you missed this year’s Königsball, you 
are always welcome to join the Jäger at their 
annual Jäger Bankett on March 14th, 2009.  It’s 
a lively evening, and it includes a wild game 
dinner.  Hope to see you there.
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Kickers House League – By T. Busch
The Kickers House League has been steadily growing over the last few years.  Currently we have over 60 
players.  There are two divisions 4 & 5 year olds and 6, 7 & 8 Year olds.  The format used by the League is 
designed to emphasize the fundamentals of the game through a teaching environment.  Games are played on 
Saturday mornings and practices are on Thursday evenings.  The purpose for the League is to prepare play-
ers for the next step in soccer development which is playing on a Kickers Travel Team. 

Carpathia Kickers U9 Boys – By Stefano Moraccini
The U9 Carpathia Kickers Boys played in the St. Clair Shores Waterfront Invitational Tournament in August, 
and had a great tournament with 2 wins and 1 loss.  For the fall season, the team added three new players and 
is off to a great start with 3 wins and 1 loss and 3 ties. Coach Stefano is excited by the boys play and is look-
ing forward to a great season!   The boys have been practicing and playing very hard all season.  

Kickers Korner
On behalf of the Kickers Organization, I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and 
healthy New Year. 

The 2008 outdoor soccer season has come to an end, and I would like to thank all of the coaches and man-
gers that worked so hard throughout the year and sacri# ced their free time to promote the game of soccer for 
the Kickers organization.  It was a successful year on and off the # eld. We are active all year long, not only 
on the # eld, but off the # eld as well. We continued to keep the grounds around the club cut and manicured 
throughout the year.  Many thanks to the crew of “lawn maintenance technicians” that keep the # eld in top 
notch shape on a weekly basis.  The help that we receive is invaluable and enables us to keep our cost at a 
minimum.  I would also like to thank all of the teams that helped out working at the Friday night Fish Fry’s.  
Although it was hard work, these volunteers probably had fun working them, and they helped out the Car-
pathia Club.

The Kickers continue to grow every year and this year was no exception.  The soccer school had an all time 
high in attendance this year with 175 children registered, many thanks to Tony Matye (Director) and Ste-
fano Moraccini (Head Coach). The number of teams in the 3 vs. 3 league increased was well. We also added 
a 2nd O-40 team this year as well, (there must be an overabundance of old guys in the club)!  This is the 
reason that we will continue to add new teams every year in the U-9 divisions with the hope that these kids 
will stay with the club for their entire playing career. The key to any organization is the youth; if you have a 
strong and committed youth, the rest of the organization will be strong also.  

Stay warm this winter and thanks again for all your help.

Yours for the good of the GAME, 

Kurt Seiberling
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Carpathia Kickers ’00 U9 Boys – By Brian Birdsall
The ‘00 U9 Kicker Boys are off to an excellent start.  This is their # rst season together and has begun the 
season 4-0 having scored 19 goals and while only surrendering 2.  Under the tutelage of coaches Brian Bird-
sall and Dino Cizmic the boys are playing at a level beyond their years.  Spacing, movement and communi-
cation are the imparative and the boys improve with every training session.  The boys will continue to train 
through the winter and hit the Spring Tournaments with vigor.

Carpathia Kickers U11 Girls – By Stefano Moraccini
The U11 Carpathia Kickers Girls took second place at the St. Clair Shores Waterfront Invitational Tourna-
ment in August.  For the fall season, the team added # ve new players and has moved up to play 8 v. 8.  The 
team is already off to a great start with 3 wins and 1 loss. Coach Stefano is encouraged by the quick progres-
sion of the girls working as a team and how well they are adapting to the new formation. It should be a great 
season! GO KICKERS!!!

Carpathia Kickers U12 Girls  - By Shelly Watkins
The U12 girl’s team is being coached again this year by Guilio Galui and Todd Martinez.  We are happy to 
announce that Shelly Watkins has also joined our team as Assistant Coach.  In addition to our strong group of 
returning players, we have added three speedy girls – Summer Watkins, Alexis Bozinovski and Gina Pellillo.  
Our team started the fall season 2-1 at the PeachFest and we are currently 2-2-1 in our league (D2).  We look 
forward to a strong league # nish, participating in the Friendlies and playing all through the winter at Ulti-
mate.  If you have not seen us play yet, please check our schedule and come on out!  You will be treated to a 
tough and fast game of soccer, played by the sweetest girls in town.  

Our roster: Rachel Adams, Alexis Bozinovski, Ste# na Ciraulo, Mareesa Galui, Heather Johnson, Ariana 
Martinez, Catie McIntosh, Gina Pellillo, Sara Phlypo, Andrea Schmitz, Ashley Spagnuolo, Paige Thompson, 
Summer Watkins.

Carpathia Kickers U12 Gold Boys update – By Edmund Mueller
The U 12 Gold boys moved up to the MYSL Premier division this fall after # nishing second in the U11 blue 
division last spring with a 4-1-3 record. Most of these boys have been together now since they were 6-7 years 
old.  They play exciting soccer and we are very impressed with the skill and team work they display. This fall 
Coach Mike Colburn has volunteered his time to coach the boys.  Coach Mike brings a wealth of experience 
and knowledge and we are very thankful to have him join the Kickers as the boy’s primary coach and trainer. 
This fall we made the # nal of the Genesse Cup and unfortunately lost 2-1 to Genesse, a premier division 
rival. We are hoping for some revenge during our regular season meeting. It is early in our fall season and we 
are 1-1 having beat Royal Oak and losing to the Michigan Elite. We are looking forward to a strong # nish the 
remainder of the season. If you have a chance; come out and see us. 
The current team consists of:

Coach Mike Colburn, Coach Ed Mueller, Manager Anna DiStefano

Players, Marco DiStefano, Logan Mueller ,Tyler Marx, Andrew Love, James Solomon, Jacob Nurmi, Mike 
Gowdy, Blake Zecchin, Dan Perisic, Noah O’Brien, Tristan Michilli,  and Calvin Montgomery
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Carpathia Kicker 94 Boys - By Mike Dolan
Coached by: Mike Dolan and Brian Birdsall
The 2008-09 Kickers U15 boys are currently off playing with their respective high school teams.  The play-
ers and coaches are really looking forward to getting back together near the end of October to begin training 
for the spring season.  The team will be training weekly at Oakland University beginning in November, and 
looking to play at least one indoor session through the winter.  This team has continued to work hard over 
the past several seasons and their work has paid off.  They are expected to begin playing in the Michigan 
State Premier League this spring.  We are also planning at least two tournaments during the spring season.

The coaches are excited with the addition of the following players to our team:
Kyle Baert, Grant Boxey, and Kurtis Presley

Our existing team members are:
Austin Colwell, Jonah Corrion, Steven Dolan, Brandon Gignac, Kevin Durante, Brice Kupke, Emilio Lanza, 
Jeff Lindemann, Tom Lorkowski, Dominic Piazza, Andrew Ployngam, Joe Reiter, Brandon Rice, and Chris 
Sellers.

The coaches would like to thank the Carpathia Kickers and the parents of our player’s for allowing us the 
privilege of coaching at this great soccer club with these outstanding young men.

U17 Girls – By Edmund Meuller
Great start for the Carpathia Kickers U17 Girls. Currently we are 5-1. Several new faces for this year. Sep-
tember 12-14 we did our annual trek up to the Traverse City Tbay tournament. I know the parents sure had 
fun on Friday night as there was a rumor of a boot walking around the hotel. The girls had a great tourna-
ment and came up just a little short losing in the # nal to North Macomb 2-0. Even though Mother Nature 
decided to rain on us all weekend, I think fun was had by all. Great job Lady Kickers!

Coach Rich Kern, Asst Coach Rick Marte, Manager Michelle Pomaville

Players: Tori Kern %10, Erica Schuh %13, Caroline Mueller %16, Jenna Marte %31, Rachel Gignac %9, Beth 
Darling %15, Sylvia DiStefano %11, Ashley Pomaville %4, Katelyn Gohlke %14, Marlee Dunn %6, Cara Boyd 
%7, Alex Trandell %44, Maggie Novak %2, Bonita Hazel %8, Alysha Kengal %12,  Erica Ulch %5, Caroline 
Thiesen %3, Cecelia Hunter %00

Carpathia U30 Womens – By Erika Kuhlmann
It seems that “soccer mom” has a new meaning these days…. Moms that play soccer! The Women’s over 
30 team is made of women that are not ready to hang up their cleats, those with or without kids. Two years 
into playing for the Kickers we are still adding several new players. The team consists of women who have 
played high school and college. Even though the stats this season could be better our team continued to 
develop and we had a lot of spirit. We are looking forward to indoor and adding some new talent. Interested 
players should contact Erika Kuhlmann at kuhlmann19@hotmail.com



 

 Volume 14.3 Fall/Winter, 2008Die Heimat
Carpathia Club, Inc.

23

A Journey of Hope:  Michigan’s Immigrant Experience

Macomb County Community College hosted an exhibit at the Albert L. Lorenzo Cultural Center displaying 
photo’s, artifacts and displays highlighting a time line of immigration of different ethnic groups into southeast 
Michigan.  Carpathia Club was asked to support the exhibit with items for their displays and participate in an 
ethnic taste fest.  In addition to the German heritage display, the exhibit had similar displays for the Irish, Ital-
ian, Greek, Jewish, French, English, Polish, Eastern European, Canadian, African, Arabian, and Asian ethnic 
groups.

German immigration to Detroit began before 1820, and increased following the turmoil of unsuccessful Eu-
ropean revolutions in 1848.  During the middle 1800’s, German farmers helped the state grow and the early 
settlers played a large role in developing the state’s education system.  In Detroit, most German immigrants 
settled in an area known as Germantown, located between the Jefferson and Gratiot Avenue corridors with 
many later moving to Macomb County.  Today, Germans are the largest ancestral group in Michigan, repre-
senting over 2.6 million descendants, or 22' of the state’s population.  Donauschwabens began arriving in the 
United States around 1885.  The Donauschwaben Club in Chicago formed the American Aid Society to help 
German immigrants assimilate into society after World War II.

Famous German immigrants included Oscar Meyer, Alber Kahn, and Walter P. Chrysler.  In the 1880’s, Oscar 
Meyer began his career as a butcher in Detroit’s Germantown before his moniker became a famous brand 
name for packaged hot dogs and cold cuts.  Albert Kahn designed Henry Ford’s # rst assembly line in High-
land Park in 1912 and General Motors headquarters in 1920’s (then the world’s largest private of# ce build-
ing).  In 1925, Walter P. Chrysler launched the Chrysler Corporation.

Chris Pesta
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Jugend Gruppe

Wow where has the year gone? I can’t believe it is the end of the year already. The youth group has had a 
busy year with the dance competition on Labor Day Weekend. The Youth Group practiced twice a week 
all spring and summer. Twenty eight kids participated this year in the competition. When competition time 
came they looked wonderful the girls in their Tracht’s, hair nicely braided, new shawls, boys in their vests 
and polished shoes. Everybody was nervous, but they sang and danced beautifully.  We might not have 
placed this year in competition but they did great and will always be the # rst place group for Carpathia. If 
you are interested in purchasing a DVD that was taped by the Cleveland Group of the entire competition 
please contact Monica Prybula 248-202-3925 there are limited quantities # rst come basis. Our next event 
was the Mexican Night and it was a fun evening.  The little and middle group kids did a Mexican dance 
for us and then the new court was selected. The new court is: Stephanie Talan Queen, Matt Kapraun King, 
Sarah Tittjung princess and Paul Schwalbe prince. Congratulations to the new court. The New Court and 
Youth Group would like to invite you to join them at their Konigsball on February 14th, 2009. Please make 
sure you get your tickets it is going to be a spectacular evening. 
 
Monica Prybula

THE YOUTH GROUP WISHES EVERYONE
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
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Landestrachtenfest, Labor Day Weekend, 2008 Cleveland, Ohio
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Mexican Abend - By Chris Pesta

Fiesta!  This is one word that could describe this 
year’s Mexican Abend.  The all day rain storm 
could not keep the Carpathian faithful away.  The 
Carpathia hall was decorated with a Mexican " air, 
including a cabana, sombreros hanging on the 
wall, and an ice luge.  The kitchen staff served 
the crowd an assortment of Mexican food.  The 
night started off with the Middle and Little dance 
groups performing two traditional Mexican danc-
es.  After the dance, the kids celebrated another 
Mexican tradition – the breaking of a piñata.  This 
event also included a Carpathian tradition – the 
naming of the 2009 Jugendgruppe Court, King 
Matthew Kapraun and Queen Stephanie Talan.  
In addition, Prince Paul Schwalbe and Princess 
Sarah Titjung were selected to the court.  Music 
was provided by the Tradewinds. At the end of 
the night, Bianca Schwager and Darin Lenhardt 
performed a tango to the delight of the crowd.  
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Weinlese Fest - By Chris Pesta

The traditions of the homeland were recreated 
on October 25 as Carpathia held its annual 
Weinlesefest celebrating the harvesting of the 
grapes.  Carpathia held its # rst Weinlesefest in 
1915 at the Concordia Hall in which the hall 
was decorated to look like a Weinberg (Grape 
vineyard).  Not to be outdone, Carpathia Hall 
was decorated with a hanging trellis of grape 
vines, grapes, and pretzels.  In the back cor-
ner of the hall, a jail was in place to lock up 
those who stole the grapes and pretzels while 
dancing to the music played by Enzian.  Guests 
from the Cleveland Donauschwaben and Chi-
cago Aids Society were in attendance.  The 
Carpathia dance groups performed during the 
band breaks as well.  Special thank you goes 
out to Dan Tisch for providing the grape vines. 
The Carpathia Board thanks everyone in-
volved to help make this event a huge success.
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Kindergruppe Updates
The children have been very busy performing this fall. First, we started with the Donauschwaben Trachten-
fest on Labor Day weekend in Cleveland. This is such an important time where they get to meet other chil-
dren from across the country.  It’s a time for them to learn and watch what the other groups are doing.  Prior 
to the Trachtenfest, a group of us met at Kalahari Water Park on our way to Cleveland for some swimming 
and sun. I don’t know who had a better time-the parents or the kids. 
 
Next, the group performed at Mexican Abend.  The group performed 2 authentic Mexican dances that they 
learned. They looked wonderful in their out# ts and danced spectacular!!!!
 
We have also performed at numerous Oktoberfests including Rochester Mills, Canterbury Vil lage, Port Aus-
tin, and Christ Lutheran Church. It has been a great experience for them to be able to dance in public all the 
dances they practice so hard. Our audiences loved them!
 
Upcoming events include Weinlese and Kirchweih. And during this time we will also start practicing for our 
Christmas program.
 
On behalf of Christine and I, we want to thank all the parents for their support in making this dance group 
what it is. We appreciate them. And, thank you to our children for always doing their best during perfor-
mances.
 
Cindy Schleis and Christine Pesta
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Adcraft Oktoberfest at Cheli’s Chili Bar in Downtown Detroit
By Michelle Egger

The Carpathia Club got a call from the Adcraft Group of Detroit looking for a few girls to come to their 
Oktoberfest at Cheli’s Chili Bar in downtown Detroit to pass out pretzels to their guests with dirndls on.  So 
Kimmy Schwager, Bianca Bering and Michelle Egger headed downtown on Thursday, October 23.  

They were expecting about 400 guests to come through and enjoy the evening.  There were plenty of pret-
zels to pass out for everybody!  We walked around with our dirndls and our baskets full of pretzels.  Every-
body was very impressed with our authentic dirndl’s and asked questions about where we were from!  Dur-
ing the evening a thought came into my mind – maybe Chris Chelios from the Detroit Red Wings will make 
an appearance.   A l ittle bit later in the evening, the three of us ended up in a hallway where employees only 
are supposed to be.  We turned to go back and guess who is standing there….. Chris Chelios!   For the # rst 
time I was speechless.  He sure looks good in person without hockey gear on!  The only words that I could 
get out of my mouth were “Hi Chris Chelios”! Chris said, “Hello ladies, are you the Jaegermeister girls?”  
The only thing I could think of to say was, “No - we are just the pretzel girls.”  We went on our way to pass 
out more pretzels and were too shy to even ask to take a picture with him.  But, when we saw him again, I 
told Kimmy we had to get our picture taken with him no matter what and we did!

All in all, it was a very fun evening for us.  We met a lot of nice people, promoted our German culture and 
even got our picture taken with Chris Chelios!
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KULTURGRUPPE

As this year comes to an end the Kulturgruppe has 
had a successful year.  We achieved our Untergruppe 
status, had our # rst dance, gained new members and 
have grown closer as a group.  

Our # rst dance was a Hoe-Down.  This event was a 
little stressful for us, but we knew that it would be a 
wonderful fun # lled evening.  We would have liked 
to have seen more of our fellow Carpathian’s there 
to support us, but for those that were there we thank 
you.  You showed us more support and love then we 
ever could have imagined.

Here is a recap of our evening:

The hall was decorated to re" ect the Old West.  Our 
general store was busy selling buttons, t-shirts and 
raf" e tickets.  The chow line was serving chili, hot 
wings and fries to # ll the bellies of the patrons.  There 
was also a photo booth to send home some funny sou-
venirs for the cowboys and cowgirls.  Kulturegruppe 
members were serving special Old West drinks to the 
crowd through out the night (seemed to be a crowd 
favorite as many requested seconds)!  The band, Sor-
genbrecher, played well into the night and we all had 
a great time dancing.

The highlight of the evening was the skit put on by 
the group.  Skits were performed by the old folks-
gruppe many years ago, and we chose to continue 
this tradition for our # rst dance.  The folksgruppe 
performed a skit about three robbers known as the 
Carpathia Brothers.  We decided to bring back the 
Carpathia Brothers and add our own little twists on 
to the story.  The skit was written by Jennifer Bla-
sius, with rewrites taking place by all that partici-
pated. 

The skit took place in an old western brothel house 
and bar called Carpathia.  Three patrons, known 
as the Carpathia Boys (the drunk played by Chris 
Kemmer, the playboy played by Adam Zeig, and 
the intelligent one played by Adam Schwager), 
are looking for a treasure left behind 25 years ago 
by the Carpathia Brothers.  The brothel house is 
owned by the niece (played by Jennifer Blasius) of 
Carpathia Brother Hanz.  She, along with the bar 
manager (played by Carsten Grotloh), allow the 
Carpathia Boys to # nd a treasure that she held the 
clue to.  
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The Carpathia Boys searched the area (including an 
outhouse and the audience) looking for clues to # nd 
the missing treasure.  Utilizing their own special 
qualities, the boys were able to solve the clues.  
Each time a clue was solved, the boys celebrated 
with the niece and bar manager their success.  Just 
as the guys # nd the # nal envelope, the presumed 
dead Carpathia Brother “Hanz” (played by return-
ing original cast member, Ron Blasius) walks in 
to claim his treasure, only to # nd out the money 
was gone.  It appears the Carpathia Boys mothers 
(played by Carol Blasius, Linda Tittjung, and Julie 
La Fave) stole the money and hid it.  Hanz also dis-
covered that the three Carpathia Boys were his sons.  
Where did the stolen money go?  You will have to 
attend the next How-Down to # nd out.

Our annual Christmas party will take place in 
November, and this year we have several awards 
that will be handed out.  The Kulturegruppe will 
be taking off the month of December, so we can 
enjoy the holidays. Practices will resume in Janu-
ary, if anyone interested in joining us please give 
us a call (586-738-5005) or email (donaudanc-
ers@sbcglobal.net)

From all of us in the Kulturgruppe; have a safe 
and happy holiday season.

Jennifer Blasius
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   GERMAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER
     FALL/WINTER 2008

Dealing With Dif" cult People in Cultural Clubs

One of the perennial issues in any ethnic club is the inherent friction between and amongst people.  Some people are 
very smooth, agreeable, helpful, and eager to work together.  Sadly many others are abrasive, critical, judgmental, 
demeaning, extremely opinionated, and all too eager to “share” their opinions at any cost.  The # rst type usually rise 
to tasks at hand, and dig in and “do the work” of the clubs, even in the face of assured criticism.  Because of them, our 
clubs endure.  “Dynamic” is a very interesting word.  In music, “dynamics” refers to softness or loudness of a note, 
tone, chord, phrase, or even piece.  In physics, dynamic refers to movement.  In computer programming, “dynamic” 
often refers to an “inter-active” experience.  In club work, dynamic often borrows from all three of these areas.  This 
is what forms the very “# ber” of our club experience.

Take away the complainers and nay-sayers, and what would we have?  Bliss?  Harmony, even “perfect” harmony?  
How boring would that be?  So we recognize that the folks who clutch to the dark side, and remain critical of the per-
formers are essential to the very depth and richness of our club lives.  No?  Sometimes we can # nd ourselves wishing 
that grouchy people would just “go away” so that we might free ourselves of the headaches they cause.

Getting busy with projects, events, management, etc. can help.  It frees our mind from the reckless clutter caused by 
the nay-sayers.  As a club of# cer, committee member, or organizer, you # nd yourself waking up at night.  Issues and 
ideas relentlessly plague your mind.  Thoughts come and go.  You recognize that forgetting an important idea is costly, 
so you program yourself to wakeup and write down ideas and thoughts when they come to you.   This is all done in 
the best interest of the club.

Why do we put the club ahead of other priorities in our lives?  Have you ever attended a “Craft Show?”  They are 
# lled with people who have put hobbies and craft interests ahead of other priorities in their lives.  We could be like 
them and leave the enduring frustrations behind.  But yet, we are held # rm to our beloved clubs.  Why?  Did you ever 
think about it?  The nay-sayers seem to come because our clubs provide a venue for them to “vent” the venomous 
stuff which apparently “needs” to go somewhere.  Somehow, they seem to feel better because (in their minds) they 
have “improved” the club by letting everyone know that they know better, and have a superior thought about how 
“wrong” things are being done.  Sad that this is the stuff which erodes con# dence and conviction in the productive 
workers.

The Committee workers keep coming because they have grander visions.  They hold ideals in sports, cultural pres-
ervation in song and dance, etc..  They look to younger generations, and work to maintain and protect our heritage 
for the children to discover and enjoy.  Think about which group # ts you best.  You ask, “Why only the two groups?”  
Good question.  A third category might be the silent majority.  Sure, there are others, but for our purposes, we need 
only focus on the # rst two.  We each have a choice, which group would you prefer?  Long ago, I learned that we make 
choices each and every moment.  Situations happen wherein we can either be “happy”, “sad”, “angry”, or even indif-
ferent.  Life is nothing much beyond simple and continuous choices.

And, if you don’t like what you’ve chosen, relief is only a moment away, you can change your mind!

George Schemmel Jr.
09-24-2008 
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    M EMBERSHIP NEWS
Membership Happenings (New Members, Births , E ngagements,                      
  We dd ings, Deaths, Annivesaries , G raduations, etc.)
Cost is $5 per announcement, pa yabl e to the Carpathia Club .  Just contact the editor at ccpesta@aol.com  

or 586-264-2058.

New members who have joined the Carpathia Club:
Michael & Michelle Colburn  Annie Grif# n   Daniel Willis  Karen Venton
Daneille Langenbruch   Kurt Fleischer   Gunter Connert Eric Seidel
Johann & Tosca Bauer  Reginald Henderson  Jeff rey Haase  Lisa Wild

The Carpathia Club expresses our condolences to the families of these members: 
Katharina Unger Lothar Pohl  Anton Matye  Agnes Neuman John Motzer

A Letter of Thanks and Appreciation

I would like to thank all who attended my fund raiser; it was very successful in raising money for my physi-
cal therapy and rehab. I am forever grateful! I would like to thank the Carpathia Club for all they did for 
me and my family. Thanks to all the ladies who baked kipfel, your hard work and effort is greatly appreci-
ated. To all that helped cook the wonderful meal we enjoyed, thank you very much. Also thanks to all who 
baked and helped with the bake sale it was a great success as well. Lastly thanks to all that helped with the 
organization of the fund raiser and help setting things up, I can’t thank you enough. It is so nice to know that 
I have so many people in my life willing to help me and my family during these tough times we are going 
through, it means so much. 

Thank you and God Bless,

Alex, Heather and Taylor Rausch 

Agnes Neumann
Agnes Neumann was born on Tuesday, June 27, 1933.  Agnes immigrated to the United States sometime near 
1970.  She came to Detroit, and became active in the German - American community, # nding the German 
American Cultural Center, and also the Carpathia Club.  She served both groups as both an of# cer, and as 
committee chairperson.  She was passionate about her absolute dedication to the furtherance of her heritage.  
Agnes worked as a seamstress, and it has been said she “could sew around a butter" y in " ight”.  Being a 
true perfectionist, Agnes produced amazing results, both in her sewing, and in her club-work.  Agnes worked 
diligently with the Deutsch-Amerikanischer National Kongress to see the celebration of “German-American 
Day” be acted into law.  In 1987, Agnes was the proud chairperson of the GACC’s # rst German-American 
Day.  She continued as chairperson for twenty years, sadly not reaching the twenty-# rst.  She was active in 
Essener Freunde, and other special interests.  Agnes wore the title of ”Mrs. Karneval” for many years.  Agnes 
passed away while sitting comfortably in her chair on the morning of Thursday, September 25, 2008.  Agnes 
will be missed by all who knew her.  May she forever rest in peace.

George Schemel Jr.
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Happy Birthday Mom!

Thank you for all you do for me!

I love you,

Michelle

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Reiter
Are Proud to Announce

The Engagement of their Daughter

Jessica Marie Reiter
to

Justin Robert Wing! eld

The Son of Robert & Jeri Wing! eld

An August, 2009 Wedding is Planned

From a former track guy.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our 
club members, their families, and to all outside 

af# litated clubs.

Carpathia Club Executive Board

Congratulations to Audrey Huth

On achieving all-state honors 

In cross country

Four years in a row 

2005-2008
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The Carpathia Board of Directors and the entire 
Membership would like to take this opportunity to say

Thank You!

to all ADVERTISERS and SUPPORTERS of this 
newsletter.  

Without your generorsity, the newsletter could not be 
printed and mailed to all our members.

 
115 Walnut Blvd. 
Suite A 
Rochester, Michigan 48307 
Website:  www.rjcmc.com/randywhitmire 

Phone: (248) 686-1920 
Cell: (248) 930-6420 
E-mail: randywhitmire@rjcmc.com 

Ran dy Whi tmi re  
HUD /FH A R eve rse  Mo rtg age  Spe cia lis t 

“Michigan’s Reverse 
Mortgage Specialists” 

“You ’ve Paid for  Your Home...Now, Let Your Home Pay for Y ou”  

Advertising Rates

Business Card - $20
¼ Page - $30
½ Page - $60

Full Page - $100

               NEWSLETTER ADVERTISERS AND SPONSORS
To appear in this newsletter, please contact Anna Marie Titjung at 586-292-9753 (tittjung@comcast.net) , or Chris Pesta at 586-
264-2058 (ccpesta@aol.com).
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