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FROHE WEIHNACHTEN 
und ein gesegnetes Neues Jahr

Durch ein Menschenleben wandelt sich dauernd das Weihnachtfest. Es bleibt nicht stehen und ist doch 
ewig jung, in seiner unerschöpflichen Ausstrahlung seines Friedens und seiner Freude. Sinnlich ändert 
sich ja nichts, aber durch die Anschauung des menschen vom Kindesalter bis zu seinem Ende, sieht man 
Weihnachten mit anderen Augen.

Denkt mal an Weihnachten als kleines Kind. Dann an eure haranwachsende Jugendzeit. Weihnachten 
in Ehestand und als Eltern. Weihnachten im Wohlstand wie im wirtschaftlichen Elend. Weihnachten im 
Krieg und hinterm Stacheldraht. Unvergeßliche Weihnachten in der alten Heimat. Weihnachten damals 
und Weihnachten heute. Unendlich viele Gesichter der fröhlichen und seligen Weihnachten erleben wir bei 
jedem Lebensabschnitt.

Als Kind in der alten Heimat, freute man sich besonders aufs “Goodesach” holen. Da gab es meistensein 
Spielzeug, ein Lebkuchenpferd oder eine Puppe. Süssigkeiten oder sogar Orangen. Dies ist heute alles 
selbsverständlich und alltäglich.

Als Jungerwachsener kam schon mehr der Ernst des Lebens hinzu. Man verstand schon mehr von dem 
eigentlichen Grund der Weihnacht. Man feierte Weinachten als ein heiliges Fest, als Fest der Hingabe nicht 
des Empfängers. Es wurde versucht schon selbst jemand eine Freude zu bereiten.

Im Ehestand und als Eltern sind Weihnachten wieder ein neuer Abscnitt. Hier ist wieder alles mehr auf seine 
eigenen Kinder gerichtet. Man scheut keine Vorbereitungen und freut sich selbst, den Kindern einen Freude 
zu bereiten. So manchen Wunsch Läßt man in Erfüllung gehen, auch wenn es auch manchmal nicht einfach 
ist. Es ist ja das Fest der Freude und der liebe, ja,das schönste Fest der Familie.

Ja das Weihnachtsfest im menschlich Wohlstand ist immer ein Freudentag für jung und alt. Aber wieviele 
Menschen gibt es heute noch, die im Elend leben. Durch Arbeitsverlust, Krankheit oder durch ein 
Dahinscheiden eines Mitmenschen, die keine freudige Weihnacht erleben. Aber dadurch eineseligere und 
innigere Weihnacht in ihrem Herzen finden.

Denken wie nur zurück: wie war Weihnachten wäreend der Kriegsjahre? Man dankte Gott, daß man noch 
beisammen und am leben war. Wie wurde Weihnachten im Gefangenlager gefeiert? Man sang unter freiem 
Himmel Weihnachtslieder. Was für ein herrliches Getön zum Himmel empor stieg. Ein Jeder sang mit letzter 
Kraftund voller Hoffnung, daß sich die Himmelstür öffnet und es wieder Friede unter der Menschheit werde. 
Es klang wie ein Schrei nach Erlösung.

Ja, Weihnachten damals sind mit heute nicht mehr zu vergleichen. Denn die Hektik unseres heutigen 
Daseins, hat besoders die Weihnachtzeit, viel mit dem Lärm des Alltags, üdertönt.

Doch der eigentliche Sinn darf uns nicht entgehen. Die stille heilige Nacht mit ihrem großen wunder, dürfen 
wir nicht vergessen. Dann werden wir noch lange wahre Weihnachten feiren dü
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Another year has come and gone.  I’m not sure if many people have noticed, but the Club has been extremely busy 
with all types of events all year long.  I want to take a brief moment and thank the entire staff; from our Manager Adam 
Medel, our office help Karen Beattie and Pauline Hohentanner, all the people in the kitchen, and our bartenders.  We 
couldn’t do it without your help and I really appreciate all your efforts.

Of course, a Club doesn’t survive without volunteerism.  We have a few very dedicated members that carry the load for 
the entire organization.  The unfortunate part is that there is only a select few.  I really appreciate all the help from the 
people that did volunteer.  For those of you that haven’t volunteered your time in a while, you really need to give it a try.  
Carpathia needs your help and if we don’t get more volunteerism the Board will be forced to come up with a different 
membership rate structure.  So get involved and help us keep the cost down for everyone.  Feel free to contact the 
office if you want to join the volunteer team.

Now for the special thanks:
•	 First and foremost is my best friend Mike Talan for all his efforts this past year.  Below is a brief list of what Mike 

was involved in this past year:
o	 He chaired our Tag Der Donauschwaben and Father’s Day Picnic.
o	 He coordinated with the help of AnnaMarie Tittjung, Karen Beattie, and Adam Medel the hosting of the 

Ulm Group from Germany.
o	 He is the chairman of the National Donauschwaben fussball (soccer) tournament.
o	 He is the manager of the 1st team (our men’s soccer program).
o	 He is one of several people that keep the back half of the property looking pristine each and every 

week.
o	 He organized our Kirchweih fest

Mike, Thank you for all your efforts.  Thank you to your entire family; Irene, Stephanie, and Nicholas for allowing 
you to dedicate your time in support of Carpathia and our Donauschwaben culture.

•	 Thank you to all the people that helped make Adam’s 70th birthday celebration a big success.  For those of you 
that missed it, you missed out on a great afternoon.

•	 Thank you to all the Untergruppen leaders for all your hard work throughout the year.  The Untergruppen are the 
backbone of the Club and it takes strong leadership to keep them going.  Thank you for all your hard work.

•	 Thank you to the Executive Board for putting up with my lengthy meetings but more importantly for taking 
on all the tough issues.  Contrary to what you may have heard from a select few of misinformed people we 



 Volume 1.08 December 2007Newsletter
Carpathia Club, Inc.

THANK YOU

This page generously supported by 
Mrs. Elizabeth Schmidt and Altas Tool, Inc.

accomplished a lot over the last year but we still have more to go.  A special thank you goes out to all your 
families for allowing you to dedicate so much of your time and effort to keep Carpathia strong.

•	 A very special thank you goes out to Mr. and Mrs. Mink for another generous donation to Carpathia.  This 
time they have asked that the donation be used to help generate more business.  The Board will decide on 
the usage of the donation next year.

Our Club is in continuing need of repairs.  We have been keeping Manfred Pfropper, Tim Reiter, Mr. Dietz, Jeff 
Janisch, and many others very busy of late.  Some of the major repairs were; the repair and sealing of the patio 
cement, resealing of the roof, the replacement/repair of several HVAC units, replacement of the back patio lights, 
and the replacement of our dance floor.  It’s a good thing business has been pretty good this year because as you 
can imagine these repairs aren’t cheap.  

Some of the upcoming repairs are: fixing the wall damaged by the kitchen flood, repairing and painting the stage 
walls, repairing the stage floor and replacing the carpet, repairing and painting the lower wall in the main hall (below 
the chair railing), repairing, painting, and replacing the carpet in the long hallway (by the GACC Room), replacing 
the carpet in the member’s room, and replacing all the fluorescent lights (We’ve priced this out and they are less 
expensive to replace than repair).  With a building this size and getting up there in age a bit the repairs never end.  
Feel free to contact Manfred if you are willing to volunteer your time to help with some of the upcoming projects.

Those of you that really know me know that I spend a tremendous amount of time thinking and working on 
making Carpathia a better place.  Although you may not always see me at the Club, due to my family and work 
commitments, I am always thinking and working on Carpathia.  Just ask my family and friends.  This past year 
however has been a bit challenging for me.  Not because of the work but the politics a few members have tried 
to pull to stir the pot for whatever reason.  I will spare you the details, but it has been real dirty and nasty.  The 
perpetrators have not only attacked me, but my family, my friends, and my friend’s wives.  That’s how dirty these 
people are.  I’m sure I will get criticized for putting it in a newsletter but I’m a firm believer that you the membership 
need to know that there are a few people out there trying to destroy the Club for selfish reasons and I’m not going 
to stand for it.  There is no room for politics within a Club.  I want to send a clear message to those of you involved 
in it.  I know who you are and I will expose you to the membership if you keep it up.  If you have an issue with me 
or anyone on the Board then have the guts to bring it to our attention.  Sorry to those of you that are not involved 
but I just needed to get this off my chest. 

Contrary to what you might hear, 2007 has been a pretty good year.  Although we haven’t closed the books for 
the year all the trends are in the right direction.  Bookings have been up all year and the summer festival on the 
property was the best ever.  We still have more to go but you can rest assured that the Board of Directors is on and 
they will continue to work on improving Carpathia.

By the time you receive this article I will be in Australia on a month long vacation with my parents and family.  I 
want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Thank you to each and every one of you for 
your continued support of our Club.  I look forward to seeing everyone in the New Year and lets all keep working 
together to promote our German Culture.

John Huth, Jr.

President of Carpathia 
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